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“I  was  never  a  National  Socialist” 

(Bishop  Otto  Dibelius  in  address  to  the  Synod  of  the  Evangelical 
Church  of  Berlin-Brandenburg,  January  26th  i960) 

“I  never  had  anything  to  do  with  aggressive  anti  -  Semitism 

in  the  course  of  my  life  (Otto  Dibelius  on  January  29th  i960) 


That  is  what  Dr.  Otto  Dibelius,  Bishop  of  the  Evangelical  Church  of  Berlin- 
Brandenburg  says  today  . . . 
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.  but  what  do  the  records  show? 

Let  Bishop  Dibelius  tell  you  himself! 


This  volume  is  made  up  of  photostatic  copies  and 
translations  of  the  works  of  Bishop  Otto  Dibelius, 
including 

Printed  Sermons 
Tracts 

Books  and  Pamphlets 
Newspaper  Articles 
Letter  Files. 


The  originals  of  all  documents  reproduced  or 
quoted  in  this  volume  are  available  for  inspection 
in  Berlin 


This  book  provides  you  with  a  cross-section  of  what  Bishop  Dibelius  said 
and  wrote  during  the  First  World  War  and  in  the  years  between  the  wars. 
His  actions  today  are  a  direct  continuation  of  his  actions  in  the  past. 

Today  Bishop  Dibelius  gives  his  full  support  to  the  war  preparations  being 
made  by  the  militarists  in  West  Germany.  Circumstances,  however,  compel 
him  to  do  this  in  a  less  blatant  manner  than  in  the  past. 

Above  all,  Bishop  Dibelius  misuses  his  high  church  office  as  a  camouflage 
for  his  activities  directed  against  peaceful  coexistence. 

As  Bishop  of  Berlin  and  Brandenburg,  he  tries  to  create  unrest  in  the  centre 
of  Europe.  He  misuses  the  pulpits  of  the  churches  in  Berlin  to  call  for  acts  of 
provocation  against  the  German  Democratic  Republic  and  Germany  s  eastern 
neighbours.  He  conjures  up  at  every  opportunity  the  spirit  of  the  cold  war. 
He  intrigues  against  all  proposals  aimed  at  bringing  about  a  relaxation  of  ten¬ 
sion  and  peaceful  coexistence.  He  makes  no  attempt  to  conceal  his  hatred  for  the 
German  Democratic  Republic.  He  calls  upon  members  of  the  Evangelical 
Church  in  the  German  Democratic  Republic  to  ignore  the  laws  of  the  Republic. 
In  a  pamphlet  entitled  “Obrigkeit”  (The  Powers  That  Be),  published  in  1959, 
he  even  called  upon  them  to  refuse  to  recognise  the  validity  of  the  traffic  signs 
in  the  German  Democratic  Republic. 

Since  soon  after  the  end  of  the  Second  World  War,  Otto  Dibelius  has  given 
open  support  to  the  demands  for  revenge  made  by  the  German  militarists. 
Here  are  some  examples: 

Bishop  Dibelius  told  resettlers:  “We  shall  not  overcome  hunger  until  the 
territories  in  the  east  are  entrusted  once  again  to  your  work-worn  hands.” 
(“Die  Neue  Zeitung” ,  Munich,  West  Germany,  June  3rd  1947) 

“1  have  always  emphasised  that  Germany  can  never  feed  itself  without  the 
areas  in  the  east  with  an  agricultural  surplus.”  (“Die  Neue  Zeitung” ,  Munich, 
West  Germany,  December  13th  1947) 

“The  feeling  of  community  between  West  Germany  and  the  German  terri¬ 
tories  east  of  the  Oder  and  Neisse  (today  western  Poland,  trans.)  must  never 
be  allowed  to  lapse.”  (“Die  Neue  Zeitung” ,  Munich,  West  Germany,  Septem¬ 
ber  3rd  1953) 

Otto  Dibelius  exploits  his  position  as  bishop  to  support  German  militarism 
in  its  propaganda  for  atomic  war.  He  forbade  all  church  officials  subordinate 
to  him  to  sign  appeals  for  peace  and  against  atomic  war. 

The  cynical  nature  of  his  propaganda  in  favour  of  atomic  war  is  shown  by 
the  following  remark: 

“Even  if  mankind  should  be  spared  the  great  mass  destruction,  we  must 
ask:  What  sort  of  mankind  is  being  spared?”  (DP A,  West  German  Press 
Agency,  November  20th  1957) 

The  Evangelical  military  pastors,  who  are  subordinate  to  Bishop  Dibelius, 
spread  such  ideas  amongst  the  soldiers  of  the  West  German  Army. 

At  the  same  time  Bishop  Dibelius  uses  the  authority  given  him  by  his 
position  in  the  World  Council  of  Churches  in  order  to  deceive  public  opinion 
abroad  about  the  danger  of  West  German  militarism.  This  is  a  direct  con¬ 
tinuation  of  what  he  did  in  1933,  soon  after  Hitler  had  came  to  power  (see 
page  74  of  the  present  volume). 


When  world,  public  opinion  became  alarmed  about  the  anti-Semitic  wave 
which  swept  West  Germany  at  the  beginning  of  1960  as  a  result  of  the  policy 
of  re-fascisation,  Dibelius  acted  in  a  manner  very  reminiscent  of  his  actions 
in  April  1933,  when  he  acted  as  an  apologist  for  Nazi  anti-Semitic  outrages. 
On  January  11th  1960  he  met  West  German  Chancellor  Konrad  Adenauer  in 
the  Guest  House  of  the  German  Federal  Republic  in  West  Berlin,  and  reached 
agreement  that  he,  Dibelius,  should  utilise  his  forthcoming  journey  to  Britain 
to  counter  the  active  British  protests  against  West  German  remilitarisation  and 
re-fascisation.  Dibelius  did  all  he  could  to  carry  out  this  commission  entrusted 
to  him  by  Adenauer. 

Under  Kaiser  Wilhelm  II,  under  Hitler,  and  under  Adenauer,  as  this  volume 
proves,  Otto  Dibelius  has  always  been  a  trail-blazer  for  the  aggressive  policies 
of  German  militarism. 


Bishop  Dibelius  stated  in  1916: 


“The  German  spirit  and  German  belief  have  a  holy  mission  towards  the 
other  peoples  and  Germany’s  defeat  would  be  a  catastrophe  for  the  world  of 
morality  and  faith.” 

O.  Dibelius,  Kriegsnote  und  Kriegserfahrungen,  Berlin-Lichterfelde  1916 


Adolf  Hitler  stated  in  1925 : 


“Anyone  who  speaks  of  the  German  people  having  a  mission  on  this  earth 
must  know  that  this  can  only  consist  of  the  establishment  of  a  state  which 
regards  as  its  highest  task  the  maintenance  and  encouragement  of  the  still 
untouched  and  most  noble  parts  of  our  folkdom,  of  the  whole  of  humanity. 
The  task  of  maintaining  and  developing  the  highest  form  of  humanity  granted 
to  this  earth  by  the  goodness  of  the  Almighty  appears  to  us  as  a  really  great 
mission.” 

A.  Hitler,  Mein  Kampf,  Munich  192s,  p.  439 


Adenauer  stated  in  1960: 


“I  believe  that  in  the  present  stormy  times  God  has  given  the  German  people 
a  particular  task:  to  be  the  protector  of  the  west  against  those  powerful 
influences  which  work  upon  us  from  the  east.” 

Bulletin  des  Presse -  und  Informationsamtes  der  Bundesregierung,  Bonn. 
23  rd  January  i960,  Humber  /j,  p.  120 


God  With  Us! 


A  Message  from  Home 

by  Senior  Pastor  Dibelius 
in  Lauenburg 


Printed  for  the  Local  Church  Council 
1914 


6ott  mit  uns ! 


Cin  Gruff  ous  6er  Beimat 

von  Oberpfarrer  Dibelius 
in  Cauenburg* 


Gedru&t  im  fluftrag  6es  Gemeinbe  *  Rlrdjenrats. 

1914. 


A  collection  of  sermons  by  Otto  Dibelius  delivered  immediately  after  the  out¬ 
break  of  World  War  One 
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Otto  Dibelius  in  1914: 


The  German  people  have  never  gone  to  war  for  a  more  holy  cause! 

(Gott  mit  uns!  Lauenburg  1914,  page  4) 

9Jie  ift  ba3  beutfc^e  SBolf 
fur  eine  fjetligere  <5adje  in  ben  $rieg  ge^ogen! 


You  are  called  upon  to  do  a  great  service,  and  that  is  that  you  should  no 
longer  regard  your  life  as  a  game  but  that  you  should  contribute  it  in  the  fight 
for  a  holy  and  purified  future  for  our  German  people,  for  this  is  the  target  of 
this  monstrous  war-a  future  which  must  bear  the  victorious  sign  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

Today  even  the  simplest  man  realises  how  important  the  question  is  as  to 
whether  the  oil  wells  in  Eastern  Europe  and  in  Asia  should  be  in  the  hands 
of  our  enemies  or  of  our  allies  . . . 

O.  Dibelius,  Gottes  Ruf  in  Deutschlands  S chicks alsstunde,  Berlin-Licbter- 
felde  1915,  p.  6  and  33  (God’s  Call  in  Germany’s  Horn  of  Decision) 

(Sin  grower  ®ienft  toirb  bon  eudj  ge* 
forbert,  boS  ift  bet,  bob  i$r  euer  Seben  nid>t  longer  alft  eine 
Spielerei  anfeljen  fottt,  fonbero,  bob  i^r  mit  bineinfteSt  in 
ben  $ampf  um  eine  fjeilige,  gelauterte  Stofunft  unfeteS  bent* 
fd)en  SSoIted,  bie  bo8  Qiel  biefeS  ungebeuten  ®riege8  ift  —  eine 
Sufunft,  bie  bie  ©iegeSgeicben  Sefu  (Stjrifti  tragen  tnub- 

begreift  bet  fcfilidbtefte  3Jiann,  toaS  fut  eine 
$ebeutung  e8  hot,  ob  bie  ^etroleumquellen  in  Ofteuropo 
unb  in  2lfien  in  ben  ^dnben  unjetet  f^einbe  obet  unferer 
33erbiinbeten  finb; 
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Dibelms  gave  advice  like  this  to  the  members  of  his 
Congregation  going  to  the  front: 


Up  until  now  one  of  you  has  lived  for  his  health,  another  for  his  family  and 
a  third  for  his  business.  Now  there  is  only  one  target  for  every  life:  Germany’s 
victory  and  Germany’s  future!  “May  God  bring  you  back  in  good  health !”-that 
is  what  I  said  the  day  before  yesterday  to  a  Landwehrmann  from  our  Con- 
gregatioh  who  was  called  away  from  his  wife  and  his  children  to  go  to  the 
front.  “That  is  not  important  to-day”,  he  replied.  “The  main  thing  is  that  I 
should  do  my  duty  so  that  Germany  may  triumph  over  her  enemies!”  Are  we 
not  living  in  a  great  time  when  such  a  target  is  held  in  every  eye  on  every  day 
and  at  every  hour?  This  is  a  marriage  feast  that  God  the  Lord  spreads 
before  us. 

ibid,  p.  7 


33i8!>eT  lebte  ber  cine  fiit  feine 
©efunbbeit,  ber  anbere  fiit  feine  g-amilie,  ber  $)ritte  fur  fein 
©efd)dft.  Sefct  gibt  e§  nur  e  i  n  Qiel  fur  jebeft  Seben:  bag  ift 
2)eutfd)lanbg  <5ieg  unb  $>eutfdjlanb£  3ufunft'-  »®ott  bringe 
®te  unb  gefunb  timber  beim!"  —  jo  fogte  icf)  tiorgeftern  einem 
Sanbtijebrmann  au3  unjerer  ©emeinbe  jum  SJbfdjieb,  ber  t>on 
©eib  unb  $inbem  fortgerufen  tirnrbe  jur  gront.  „©aS  ift 
iefct  9?ebenfacf)e!"  gab  er  jur  Slntoort.  „'3)ie  ^auptfacbe  ift, 
bafe  id)  meine  ©dbulbigfeit  tun  barf,  bamit  ^eutfcblanb  fiegt 
iiber  bie  fteinbe!"  9Bo  ein  fold)eS  3id  taglid)  unb  ftiinblidj 
tior  iebem  2luge  ftet)t  —  tft’8  nid)t  grofee  3«it?  3ft’8  nid)t  ein 
bod>8eitlid)eg  2Rat)l,  bob  ©ott  bet  £>ert  unJ8  riiftet? 
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A  Soldier’s  Death 


There  is  no  finer  death  in  this  world 
Than  to  be  killed  by  the  enemy 
On  the  green  heath,  on  the  open  field. 

We  must  not  hear  any  lament! 

That  is  what  German  mercenaries  sung  400  years  ago.  This  is  the  song  which 
echoes  to-day  through  every  German  heart.  Death  for  the  fatherland  is  a 
glorious  death!  Honour  to  those  who  die  like  this!  The  fatherland  will  honour 
their  memory.  Their  families  at  home  relate  of  them  with  pride,  and  Almighty 
God  bends  mercifully  down  to  them.  Psalm  116  states:  “Precious  in  the  sight 
of  the  Lord  is  the  death  of  his  saints!” 

O.  Dibelius,  Cott  mit  uns!  Ein  Cru[i  aus  der  Heimat,  Lauenburg  1914 


Holy  Weapons 

The  holy  war  demands  holy  weapons! 

We  hear  with  horror  the  news  of  the  atrocities  committed  by  our  opponents 
in  the  east  and  the  west-particularly  in  the  west.  Our  faces  are  red  with  shame 
when  we  read  what  our  German  compatriots  have  had  to  suffer  from  their 
enemies. 

ibid,  p.  7 


Sol&atentofc. 


ffciit  jdionrei  £ob  if!  qu{  ber  SSrtf. 
al§  tver  com  geinb  etklilagen, 
auf  griiner  £eib'  in  freieni  geJb 
bcii  i;ict)t  fjer'n  gtofc  Silefitlagen ! 

©o  f)abcu  bcittfcfie  £anb§fnecbte  uor  400 
$al)ren  gcfungcn.  So  flingt  e§  nod}  fjente  burcf) 
jebes  beutidjc  ^crj.  5)cr  lob  fiir-5  ^Saterianb 
ift  ettt  tjerrlidjer  Xob!  Gtjre  beiicn,  bie  ifm 
ftctbcn!  3)anfbar  gebenft  itjrcr  bos  SSaterlanb. 
SERit  Stolg  crja^tt  uon  tfynen  bie  ^anttlie  babeint. 
Uttb  gnfibig  ncigt  fid)  l)erab  ju  ifjitcn  ber  all< 
madjtigc  ©ott.  2)cnn  cs  ftet)t  gcfcfyrieben  im 
116.  „2)er  ‘lob  feiticr  £>eiligeit  ift  loert 

gcljaltcn  bor  bent  £>errn!" 


Reilige  Waffen. 

2)er  Ijeilige  ifrieg  toiff  tyeilige  SBoffen  fyabnt ! 
ffiir  b6ren  mit  ©ntfefcen  bie  ffunbe  non 
©reuettatcn,  bie  in  Oft  unb  9Beft  —  im  SBeftcit 
Oor  adetn !  -  won  unfem  ©egnern  begangen 
tuotben  finb.  ®ie  .gornrote  fteigt  un«  in3 
®efid}t,  tnenn  toir  lefen,  Wa3  beutfdje  £anbsfciite 
babcn  teiben  mufjen  oon  ben  f^einbcn. 


The  Harvest  of  Faith 


War  Difficulties  and  War  Experiences 
by  Dr.  Otto  Dibelius 


Mobilisation!  The  unbearable  oppressive  atmosphere  of  the  last  July  week  of 
1914  was  swept  away  by  a  releasing  storm. 


The  outbreak  of  war  took  place  in  the  sign  of  a  great  Divine  revelation. 
God  appeared  to  the  German  people! 


The  German  people  saw  through  the  thunder  clouds  of  war  the  eye  of  the 
living  God  flaming  down  upon  the  earth.  They  saw  God  reveal  himself! 


(O.  Dibelius,  Kriegsnote  und  Kriegserfahrungen,  Berlin-Licbterfelde 
page  i.  Die  Ernie  det  Glaubens  page  6) 


5Dt t  ©ritte  be$  @Maubeit? 


$rte$$note  unb  $rie$8erfaf)run<jen 


b  on 

2ic.  Dr.  Otto  Otbeliutf 

* 


2flobil!  Die  unertraglidje  £d)a)ule  ber  lenten  3uli= 
ood)ert  bes  3aftres  1914  mar  ^em  befreienben  ©emitter  ge» 
roidjen. 

Ders2lusbrud>  bes  ilrteges  jtanb  im  einer  grofjen  ©ottes* 

offenbarung.  ©ott  erjdjten  bem  beutjdjen  23  olte! 


Das  beutjdje  23olf  jab  burd)  bic  ©eroitterroolfen  bes 
ftrieges  bas  2luge  bes  Iebenbigen  ffiotles  bernieberflainmeit  auj 
btel©rbe.  ©s  jab  ©ott  jid)  offeabaren! 
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‘Luther  stands  in  the  German  front  line’ 


If  the  way  of  life  of  the  German  soldiers  is  quite  different  from  that  of  the 
Russians,  the  French  and  the  British,  if  there  is  such  a  difference  in  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  prisoners  on  this  side  of  the  front  and  that  side  of  the  front,  if  the 
actions  of  the  German  conquerors  in  the  enemy  countries  is  so  different  from 
that  of  the  English,  if  the  German  trenches  look  quite  different  from  the  enemy 
trenches-from  the  cleanliness  of  the  dug-outs  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  conver¬ 
sation-then  this  is  in  the  final  analysis  a  result  of  German  piety,  which  keeps 
the  conscience  awake  and  introduces  holy  seriousness  into  everyday  life.  Martin 
Luther  stands  in  the  German  front  line. 

ibid,  p.  91 


2Benn  bie  £df)enlage  bes  £ebens  bei  bem  beutjdjen  Solbateu 
jo  ganj  anbers  iff  ais  bei  9?ujjen,  Jranjojen  unb  ©nglanbern, 
roenn  in  ber  33ebanblung  ber  ©efangenen  3toijd)en  f>iibcn  unb 
briiben  eine  jold)e  ftluft  beftefjt,  toenn  bas  Sluftreten  bes  beut= 
|d)en  ©roberets  in  ^Jcinbeslanb  jo  oerjdjieben  ift  con  bem  bes 
cnglijdjen,  toenn  ber  beutjdje  <2d)ut}engraben  anbers  ausjiefjt  als 
ber  femblid)c,  —  oon  ber  9teinlid>feit  ber  Unterftanbe  an  bis 
3ur  9?einlid)feit  ber  ©ejprad)e  —  bann  ijt  bas  bod)  letjtlid)  eine 
Jrudit  beutjdjer  ©ottesfurd>t,  bie  bas  ©etoijjen  toad)  erl)dlt 
unb  i)eiligen  ©rnjt  aud)  in  bas  aUt&gtitfje  fieben  roirft.  SRartin 
Cutler  ftef>t  in  ber  beutjdjen  ftampffront. 


Then  God  sent  the  war!  All  the  greatness  which  war  produces  carries  the 
earthy  smell  of  action.  Everything  which  the  Holy  Ghost  produces  in  these  days 
is  a  proof  of  the  power.  The  God  who  had  been  sought  was  found.  Accomplish¬ 
ment  was  added  to  will.  Fear  and  doubt  vanished.  Certainty  and  happiness 
in  the  faith  took  their  place  even  face  to  face  with  death  1 

O.  Dibelius,  Gottes  Ruf  in  Deutschlands  S  chicks  als  stunde,  Berlin-Licbter- 
felde  1916,  page  5 6 
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$)a  fc^icfte  ©ott  ben  Sltieg!  2l£le3  ©rofje,  toa§  bet  $tteg 
berborbringt,  tragt  ben  ©rbgerud)  bet  Sat.  SltteS,  toa£  bet 
beilige  ©eift  in  biefen  Sagen  toirft,  ift  eine  ©ttoeifung  bet 
Sraft.  $>et  ©ott.  bet  gejudjt  marb,  marb  gefunben.  3um 
SBoHen  fam  ba3  23offbringen.  tfurcfjt  unb  Qtoeifel  fdjroanben. 
©etoi^eit  unb  ©laubenSfreubigfeit  traten  an  ifjre  0teHe  aud) 
im  2ingefid)t  be£  SobeS! 
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1918:  Dibelius  rejects  a  peace  of  understanding 


The  answer  is:  No!  No  renunciation  and  no  understanding  but  the  use  of 
our  power  to  the  very  limit-that  is  the  demand  of  Christianity,  its  peace 
demand  for  us,  the  German  Christians! 

In  many  meetings  one  can  hear  long  speeches  about  the  soul  of  the  Belgian 
people,  about  the  famine  spreading  across  Russia,  but  one  hears  no  word 
about  the  soul  of  the  German  people  or  the  misery  which  a  bad  peace  must 
bring  to  our  people.  In  many  newspapers  one  can  read  long  articles  stating  that 
England  will  never  abandon  its  hegemony  over  the  oceans  and  its  influence  on 
the  coast  of  Flanders  since  its  very  existence  depends  upon  these  factors.  But 
one  hears  no  word  about  the  fact  that  Germany’s  existence  is  endangered  if  the 
oceans  are  not  free,  that  an  influence  on  the  coast  of  Flanders  would  ensure 
Germany’s  future,  that  the  possession  of  the  French  iron-ore  area  would  preserve 
the  German  people,  as  far  as  human  beings  can  see,  from  a  repetition  of  this 
frightful  war. 

We  should  face  facts.  What  sort  of  peoples  are  they  over  whom  the  German 
eagle  will  spread  its  wings  in  a  German  peace?  They  are  the  peoples  in  the 
tropical  areas,  and  everybody  knows  that  these  peoples  are  immature  and  they 
need  leadership.  The  German  people  have  proved  that  they  know  how  to  lead 
such  peoples.  There  are  also  the  peoples  in  the  east,  in  the  Baltic  provinces. 
Certainly  there  is  only  a  small  minority  of  Germans  among  one  and  a  half 
million  Latvians  and  Estonians.  Every  child  knows,  however,  that  this  small 
minority  of  Germans  made  the  country  blossom,  that  trade  developed,  that 
schools  were  established,  that  science  and  art  were  fostered  and  that  the 
Christian  way  of  life  was  spread.  The  great  mass  of  Latvians  and  Estonians 
have  always  exercised  resistance,  sometimes  the  resistance  of  indolence  and 
sometimes  the  resistance  of  open  force.  To  hand  over  to  them  domination  over 
these  flourishing  countries  simply  because  of  their  numbers  would  mean  to 
destroy  what  has  been  built  up  in  the  course  of  centuries.  Should  this  be  a 
cause  for  Christian  morality?  And  finally  we  have  in  the  west  the  Flemish 
people,  once  the  bearers  of  a  fine  culture,  German  in  spirit  and  form.  Then  they 
were  ruthlessly  oppressed  by  the  French.  An  alliance  with  Germany  can  ensure 
the  Flemish  people  liberty  and  save  them  from  certain  downfall.  Who  dares  to 
describe  this  aim  as  immoral  or  un-Christian? 

O.  Dibelius,  Wir  dents  chert  Christen  und  der  deutsche  Friede,  Berlin- 

Lichterfelde  1918,  page  z  (We  German  Christians  and  The  German  Peace) 


9tnt»0Tt  fceifet:  9tein!  SUcbtSJeraicbt  uni* 
Strftfinbigung,  Jen  tern  Stusnufeung  unjerer 
2R  a  $  t  bis  311m  $ufeerften  —  b  a  s  iftbiegorberung 
b«s  <£bri fUntams,  Jeiue  griebensforberung  an 
tins  bentjebe  <tbiW*«n! 
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<3n  mieoiel  33erfamm* 

lungen  fann  man  tin  fianges  unb  33reites  bbrcn  ton  bet  6eelc  bes 
belgiftben  Wolfes,  »on  bet  fftungersnot,  bie  fiber  9tufjlanb  f>craufjief)t. 
—  abet  non  bet  ©cele  bes  bcutfcbcn  Voltes,  non  bcm  Slcnb,  bas  cin 
fcblecbtet  griebe  fiber  u  n  f  c  t  93olf  bringen  mufj,  b»rt  man  fcin  3Bott! 
3n  mietiel  geitungcn  fann  man  iange  SJrtifel  batubet  lefen,  ba&  Sng* 
lanb  (cine  SUleinberrfdxtft  fiber  bas  Stteer  unb  felnen  Sinffufe  au(  bie 
ifufte  glanbcrns  niemals  aufgeben  tonne,  loeil  bamil  feme  Cef iffena 
(tebt  unb  fiiQt,  —  abet  baoon,  bafe  Oeutfcblanbs  Sjiftena  auf  bcm 
(Spick  (tebt,  toenn  bie  SDkere  ntd>t  frei  finb,  bafe  ein  Sinflufe  auf  bie 
Jtfifte  glanberns  SfeutfdUanbs  Sufunft  ficbetn  rofirbe,  ba(j  bet  befits 
ber  franafififdjen  Srabeden  bas  beutfd)e  23oIf  nacb  mcnfcblicbem  Sr* 
me((en  oor  etner  3Bieberbolung  biefes  furcbtbaren  Slrieges  bemabrcn 
mfirbe,  baoon  ift  nicbt  bie  9tebe.  — 

2Bir  toollen  ben  tatfacblicbcn  93crbd(lniffcn  ins  "Jugc  fcbcn !  fffias 
I'inb  bas  (fit  SJtilfer,  fiber  bie  bcr  beutfdje  2Iar  in  cincm  beutfdjen 
gtieben  (cine  (Stferoingen  rcden  mill?  Ss  finb  SQbifer  in  tropifcbm 
©ebieten  —  jebct  rneift,  bafj  biefc  '•JJoifer  untniinbig  finb,  baft  fic  bcr 
ifeitung  bebfitfen.  Unb  bas  bcutfdje  33off  bat  ben  ‘-Setods  erbradjt, 
ba&  es  foldje  Obiter  au  leiten  oerftebt.  Ss  finb  Golfer  im  Often,  in 
ben  boltifcbcn  fprooinaen  aurnal.  ©cmifo  nur  cine  flcine  Uttinbcrbeit 
oon  ©eutfcben  untcr  lI/2  9MiUioncn  Scttcn  unb  Sften.  'ilbcr  jebcs 
$\!inb  meifj,  baft  biefc  flcine  UTCinberaoM  oon  Ocutfcben  bar.  V.'anb  ,un 
33lfile  gebtad)t  bat,  £>anbcl  unb  ©eroerbe  entmidcli,  6d?ulen  ge* 
grunbet,  ’liMffenfdjaft  unb  Slunft  gepflcgt,  ibriftlicbe  ©efittumj  oet- 
brcitet  bat.  2>ie  grofjc  ?Jlaffe  ber  Celten  unb  Sften  bat  itnnm  nur 
^Bibcrftanb  gcleiftet,  balb  ben  ‘3'Bibcrftanb  ber  ©ragbeit,  balb  ben 
■Sibcrftanb  bet  offenen  ©etoaft.  3bnen,  um  ibrer  iDtenfdjeniabl 
toiffen,  bie  §>errf<baft  fiber  biefe  blubcnben  Canber  in  bie  Sdnbc  Iegen, 
biefee  ocrnirbten,  toas  in  gabrbunberlcit  aufgcbaut  mar.  ©as  foil  einc 
gorbcrung  djriftlicber  ©ittlicbfeit  fein?  —  Unb  cnblid)  im  2Beften  bas 
55ol!  ber  Xiamen.  Sinft  ©rdger  einer  f>ert(tc^en  S?uUur  ton  beutfcbcm 
©eift  unb  bcutfdjcr  2Irt.  Oann  ton  franadfiftbem  ‘SBefcn  rudfid)tsIos 
unterbrudt.  Sin  33unb  mit  Oeutfcbianb  fann  t'bm  bie  greibeit  fid>ern, 
fann  cs  rcttcn  tor  firbercm  Untcrgang.  5Ber  roagt  cs,  bies  3kl  afs 
unfitt(id),  als  uncbriftlid)  au  fdjmaben? 
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War  is  the  hour  of  reckoning.  The  dies  are  now  being  cast  for  the  future 
division  of  the  world. 


ibid,  page  io 


We  6tunbe  ber  Slbredjnung.  Ocfot  fallen  btc  SBurfcfubcr  bic  fiinfliae 
‘Berteiluna  ber  2BeIf.  “*  '  19 


★ 


The  aims  set  for  a  “German  Peace”  are  certainly  not  boundless.  Security 
on  the  frontiers,  the  incorporation  of  neighbouring  states,  the  creation  of  a 
strong  colonial  possession-these  are  aims  which  do  not  go  beyond  Germany’s 
power.  These  aims  are  and  remain  morally  right. 

That  is  why  we  must  hold  on  and  fight  without  wearying.  Shame  upon  those 
who  let  their  arms  sink  dejectedly  and  who  are  beaten  because  they  believe 
they  are  beaten.  Shame  upon  those  who  involve  others  in  their  tiredness  and 
dejection.  The  power  to  win  lies  in  iron  belief  in  victory.  Belief  in  the 
German  peace  gives  the  magnetic  power  to  clutch  this  peace  from  the  stars. 

ibid,  page  i) 


©te  3iele,  bte  her 

„beut[d)e  griebe"  fid)  ftedt,  f mb  toabrlicb  nid)t  uferlos.  6id)crimgen 
an  ben  ©ren3en,  $lngliebetung  Don  ^Ranbftaaten,  ©ebaffung  cine? 
ftarfen  SMonialbefifreo  —  bas  finb  3ie(e,  bte  ©eutfcblcmbs  S^roft 
niebt  libcrfteigen.  33ei  biefen  giclcn  ift  itnb  bleibt  bao  fittficbe  ^Ked)t. 

Saturn  gilt|  es,  ait^ubarreu  unb  311  lampfen,  ol;nc  miibe  311 
toerben.  ©d>anbe  fiber  ben,  ber  mutlos  bic  3lrme  fiuieu  Idfet  unb  f id) 
3 urn  ©efd)lac]enen  mad)t,  roeil  cr  gcfcblagcn  311  fein  glaubt! 
©ebanbe  iiber  ben,  ber  anbere  in  feinc  iDu’ibigfeit  unb  SJJhitlofigieit 
pcrflndr.  3m  fcljenfeften  ©laubca  an  ben  ©icg  Hcgt  bic  Slraft  311m 
©iegt-n.  oin  ©lauben  an  ben  beutfeben  grieben  Iicgt  bie  magnetifebe 
^rajt,  bic  biefen  grieben  Don  ben  ©ternen  bernieberatoinat. 


We  wish  to  take  the  difficult  path  and  state  it  loudly  to  the  world:  We  are 
ready  to  sacrifice  further,  to  suffer  further,  to  fight  further  until  a  German 
peace  can  be  concluded! 

The  God  who  hears  this  confession  is  a  merciful  God.  He  will  not  lay  upon 
our  people  burdens  beyond  their  strength.  The  war  of  our  U-boats  is  already 
nibbling  at  the  marrow  of  England’s  bones.  In  the  west  decisive  blows  of 
enormous  force  have  fallen.  The  hour  is  not  far  away,  in  all  truth  it  is  not 
far  when  the  bells  will  ring  out  with  their  long  awaited  German  sound: 
Victory  and  Peace,  Peace  and  Victory! 

ibid,  page  14 


SS8!t  too  lieu  bcit  [cfcioercti 

qeben  unb  rroUen  tout  betenncn  por  ber  3M t:  toir^  fin b  beten, 
■writer  oU  opfern,  roeiter  ju  entbebren,  rocifer  pit  tampfen,  bi*  ciu 
Pfutjtbcv  griebe  gejcblonen  rmben  farm!' 

£>?r  ©oU  abet,  ber  bteo  ^Bdemitnis  Sort,  i|t  cut  bacmbcisiger 
o>on.  <£v  toiro  tmferem  3?olf  aacbt  £a[ten  auflcgen  ubei  Jem  '-Qer- 
mogert.  Gd>on  frifot  ber  5Crieg  bev  blnterfeeboote  an  (England  Sebens" 
mart.  6u;cm  [mb  im  iHkjtcn  ^mfcbeibimgsfcblage  gefalUn  Don  ge- 
toalttgti  SBudpt.  ®ie  vSnmbe  iff  mdbt  fern,  roabriicfr,  fie  ift  m$t  rent, 
bafe  bie  ©totfert  tauten  loexbcn  ibxen  eifebnten  beutfeben  Stlang:  6ieg 
unb  Srie&e.  <?ticbc  unb  Sieg! 
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‘Racial  Shame ’ 


We  know  that  German  men  have  been  publicly  whipped  by  coloured  people- 
-the  most  frightful  racial  shame  ever  heard  of. 

What  we  demand  are  guarantees  that  such  incredible  things  shall  never  again 
happen  to  German  men  und  women.  These  guarantees  can  only  be  provided 
by  an  increase  and  a  securing  of  German  power.  They  would  never  have 
dared  to  deal  in  such  a  way  with  German  flesh  and  blood  if  they  had  not 
believed  that  Germany’s  role  in  Africa  had  ended  for  ever  and  that  never 
again  would  a  strong  German  arm  be  able  to  hold  responsible  the  transgressors. 
They  must  be  robbed  of  this  belief.  The  German  flag  must  wave  in  Africa  as 
a  symbol  of  power,  not  as  a  symbol  of  weak-kneed  surrender  to  an  unscrupu¬ 
lous  opponent.  This  is  not  a  demand  of  national  egoism  but  a  categorical  im¬ 
perative  of  love  to  our  German  brothers  out  there,  who  are  our  neighbours. 

ibid,  page  i 


■3®it  tniffen.  mie  man  beut|d>c 
Scanner  burd)  garbige  offcntlid)  bat  auspeitfcben  laflen  —  bic 
furcbterlicfofte  3tafjen|d)anbe,  bie  je  erbbrt  roorben  ift. 

‘JBas  roit  forbern,  finti 
®iirg[d)afteii  bafut,  bafe  beutfdjen  'dKonnern  unb  graum  nid)t  miebct 
fo  ilnerbotfcs  gefcbebcn  fanit.  ilnb  btcjc  33tirgfd&aften  fiitb  buvcb  nidjts 
anberes  su  geben,  als  burcb  SRebtung  unb  ©icbetung  bcr  beuffeben 
SBlacbt.  5lie  batten  fie  es  geroagt,  mit  beutftbem  gleifcb  unb  “Slut  [o 
umgufptingen,  batten  fie  niebt  bes  ©laubens  gelebt,  bafe.  bas  <Deul|cb= 
turn  in  2lfrifa  perfpiclt  babe  fur  unmet,  bafe  niemals  ein  ftarter 
beutfeber  2lrm  bie  grepler  roetbc  gut  23eranttoortung  aieben.  Diefe: 
©laubc  mufe  ibnen  gebroeben  tperben.  $ie  beutfcf>e  gabne  mufe  in 
2lfrifa  toeben  als  ein  ©pmbol  bet  3Raebt,  nidE>t  als  ein  ©pmbol 
|cbn>dcbli<ben  9tacbgebens  gegeniibet  einem  ffrupellofen  ©egner.  0as 
ift  niebt  ein  ©ebot  nationaler  6elbftfu<f)t,  fonbern  ein  fategorifeber 
tjmperatip  bet  Siebe  3U  ben  beutfeben  23riibern  ba  braufeen,  bie  unfere 
SRaebften  finb. 
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During  World  War  One 


Otto  Dibelius  made  war  propaganda  under 
a  mantle  of  religion. 


Otto  Dibelius  preached  racial  antagonism 
and  racial  hatred. 


Otto  Dibelius  made  propaganda 
for  the  annexionist  war  aims 
of  German  imperialism. 


Strength  in  time  of  need! 


Sermon 

delivered  on  May  11th  1919  in  the  Heilsbronnen  Church 
after  the  publication  of  the  draft  of  the  Versailles  Peace  Treaty 

by  Dr.  Otto  Dibelius 

Pastor  in  Berlin-Schoeneberg 


English  lies  wish  to  stamp  the  German  people  as  a  people  lusting  for  war. 
If  they  make  us  slaves  then  we  shall  be  forced  to  become  what  we  have  never 
been  in  the  past;  then  there  will  be  no  place  in  the  hearts  of  German  man¬ 
hood  for  anything  but  the  thought  of  liberation  through  blood  and  iron;  then 
German  fathers  will  be  able  to  give  their  sons  no  other  aim  in  life  but  to  end 
the  unbearable  shame  and  win  back  freedom  with  the  sword! 

This  would  not  be  the  first  time  that  a  peace  imposed  by  a  French  policy 
of  force  has  raised  the  German  people  up  in  armed  anger! 


O.  Dibelius,  Kraft  in  der  Not,  Berlin  igig,  page  z 
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Kraft  in  dertlot! 
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Prcdigt 

am  11.  2Uai  1919 

nad)  2>croffentltd)Ung  bes  griebensnor[d)lages  non  23erfailles 
in  ber  &irtf)e  3um  §eilsbronnen  gefyalten 

von 

Lie.  Dr.  Otto  Dibelius 

^farrer  in  25erltn*'6d)oncbcrg. 


A  » 


Die  £itge  Gnglanbs  f)at  bas  beuffd)e  Soil  3U  einent  friegs* 
imttigcn'SoUe  ftempeln  roollen.  50?ad)t  man  mts  3U  Sflaoen,  batm 
3ix>itigt  man  mts,  311  roerben,  mas  uric  nie  geroefen  fittb,  bann  faint 
ini  §er3cn  beuticfjer  SJiamter  Ijinfort  nicfjts  anberes  tneljr  moljnctt 
als  ber  ©ebanfe  an  Sefreiuitg  burd)  Sint  nnb  Gi|en,  bann  fonn.n 
beutfdje  Safer  Ujrcn  Sofptett  fein  anberes  fiebenssiel  mel)r  taction 
als  bas  einc:  ber  tmerfraglicfyen  Scfjmad)  ein  Cube  311  maefyen 
tilth  bie  5feif)eit  3urnd3ttgetainnen  mit  bem  Sdjtaerf ! 

Gs  tncire  itid»t  bas  evfic  SJtal,  baft  an  einem  Srriebcn  rratt3bfiid)cr 
Geiaaltpolitif  bas  beutfdjeSoIf  fief)  ermannte  3u  u)el)vl)aftem  3orn ! 
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‘Destroy  Anglo-Saxon  Tyranny 


If  we  are  silent  and  accept  the  Peace  of  Versailles  as  complacent  slaves 
accept  the  orders  of  their  masters  we  shall  only  achieve  that  the  world  will 
come  to  believe  that  this  peace  is  a  final  peace  and  a  triumph  of  justice.  And 
what  the  world  believes,  the  German  people  will  also  begin  to  believe  in  their 
childish  faith  in  everything  which  foreigners  say.  This  may  not  be!  Therefore, 
we  trumpet  out  for  the  world  and  will  continue  to  shout  as  long  as  we  live: 

Germany  does  not  abandon  its  claim  to  be  a  great  power;  Germany  will  not 
abandon  its  right  to  Strasbourg  and  to  Danzig  as  long  as  German  mothers 
bear  German  children;  Germany  demands  its  colonies  back  from  the  insatiable 
robbers;  Germany  demands  the  freedom  of  the  seas  and  the  destruction  of 
Anglo-Saxon  tyranny,  not  only  for  its  own  sake  but  for  the  sake  of  the  liberty 
of  the  whole  of  humanity!  That  is  why  we  call  upon  our  German  people: 

Abandon  the  national  indifference  which  is  the  result  of  the  exhaustion  of  the 
world  war;  abandon  the  national  lack  of  faith  and  the  national  lack  of  dignity 
which  threaten  as  a  result  of  the  lost  war!  Raise  your  hearts  to  new  national 
pride,  to  new  and  firm  belief  in  national  power  and  greatness! 

O.  Dibelius,  Nationale  Erhebung,  Berlin  1919,  p.  49  et  seq. 

tDollten  tDic 

fcbroeigen  und  den  Sweden  oon  Derfailles  binnebmen  roie 
millenlofe  Sklaoen  den  Sprud)  ibres  Germ  —  roir  erreid)ten 
damit  nur,  daft  in  der  IDelt  fid)  die  Dorftellung  feftfe&t: 
diefet  £ciede  fei  eln  endgflltigec  und  fei  ein  (triumph  der 
0ered)tigkeit.  Lind  mas  die  IDelt  giaubt,  das  rourde  fd)lieftlid), 
in  feinem  kindlid)en  (Blauben  an  alles,  teas  die  Scemden 
fagen,  aud>  das  deutfebe  Dolk  anfangen  )u  glauben.  Das 
darf  nid)t  feinl  Datum  tufen  roic  es  in  die  IDelt  binaus 
und  roollen  es  binausrufen  folange  a>ir  leben:  daft  Deutfdv 
land  den  Rnfpcud)  niebt  aufgibt,  eine  0roftmad)t  )u  fein, 
daft  Deutfcbland  fein  Red)t  auf  Straftburg  und  auf  Danzig 
nid)t  aufgeben  roied,  fo  lange  deutfebe  mutter  nod)  deutfebe 
fiindec  gebdren,  daft  Deutfd)land  feine  Rolonien  5uruchfordert 
oon  den  unerfattlicben  Raubern,  und  daft  es  die  Sreibcit 
dec  IReere  fordert  und  die  3ertrflmmerung  der  angelfad)fifd)en 
Cprannei,  nid)t  nur  urn  feinetroillen,  fondern  urn  der  Sreibeit 
der  gefamten  menfd)beit  coillenl  Datum  rufen  roit  unfetm 
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Moturie 

ftfecbuna 


t>on 

©ttoDibdius 


Berlin  +  £ron>tt5fd)  &  Sobn  +  1919 
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The  British  Empire  of  to-day  which  may  have  had  a  cultural  mission  in  the 
past  and  which  may  have  this  mission  to-day  towards  uncivilised  people,  is, 
as  it  today  exists,  built  upon  brutal  power.  It  is  thus  worthy  of  ruin. 

If  the  English  world  lie  has  exploited  the  thesis  of  German  historians  that 
the  state  is  power  as  a  proof  that  the  German  people  recognise  nothing  but  a 
brutal  policy  of  force,  then  this  forms  part  of  the  great  tragic  chapter  telling 
how  the  German  people  must  suffer  on  its  own  body  for  the  sins  of  the  others. 

Anyone  who  orders  his  life  with  consideration  for  the  crazy  hatred  of  the 
French  and  their  still  crazier  fear  of  everything  which  is  German  should  better 
take  a  spade  and  dig  a  grave  for  everything  which  is  German  in  the  world. 
I  really  do  not  know  whether  French  hatred  would  not  desecrate  the  grave  and 
French  fear  would  not  place  sentries  on  the  grave.Anyone  who  does  not  wish 
to  provide  material  for  English  propaganda  should  destroy  all  German  books 
and  all  German  newspapers  and  place  a  padlock  on  every  German  mouth.  If 
England  wishes,  it  knows  how  to  exploit  every  German  word  in  order  to  brand 
the  German  people  in  the  face  of  the  world  as  the  enemies  of  all  moral  prin¬ 
ciple.  Silence  will  not  improve  the  situation.  Silence  will  do  enormous  damage. 

ibid,  page  4 3  et  seq. 


Das  englifcbe  Imperium  oon  fyeute,  mag  es  feine 
hulturelle  TTlifflon  gebabt  baben  und  nod)  fyeute  baben  an 
unkultioierten  D<5lhetn,  ift  fo,  roie  es  tjeute  beftebt  auf  btu- 
tale  ntad)t  gebaut.  Datum  ift  es  ebenfalls  inert,  dab  es  )u- 
aninde  gef)t. 


IDenn  die  englifcbe^lDeUluge 
jenen  Sab  deutfd)er  biftoriher,  dab  dec  Staat  mad)t  fei,  aus? 
gebeutet  bat  als  einen  Beroeis  dafur,  dab  das  deutfd>e  Dolh 
nid)ts  a!s  brutaie  ©eroaltpolitih  kenne  —  fo  gebdrt  aud) 
das  in  das  grobe  tragifd)e  ftapitel,  das  daoon  bandelt,  toie 
das  deutfd)e  Dolh  die  Sunden  dec  anderen  bufeen  mub  an 
feinem  Ceibe. 
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Don  fold)ec  Erbebung  abec  kdnnen  roic  nid)t  fcbcoeigen, 
coa &  aud)  der  $eind  dacubec  denht!  ©ec  fid)  fcln  £un  und 
£affcn  oon  Huchfid)ten  auf  den  a>abnfinnigen  fjafe  dec  Sran= 
30fen  und  auf  il>rc  nod)  roabnfinnigere  Hngft  ooc  allem  a>as 
deutfd)  ift,  dihtiecen  Idfst,  dec  nef>me  einen  Spaten  und  fd)auf(e 
ein  (Drab  fac  alles,  roas  deutfd)  ift  auf  dec  ©elt!  Id)  rou&te 
fcetlld)  nid)t,  ob  fran;dfifd)ec  fjafr  fid)  nid)t  nod)  an  dent 
(Drabe  oeegreifen  und  fran)dfifd)e  Hngft  nid)t  nod)  ©dd)ter 
auf  dies  (Drab  ftelien  tofirdel  ©ec  dec  eng(ifd)en  Propaganda 
heinen  Hgitationsftoff  geben  roill,  dec  oernid)te  aile  deutfd)en 
BOd)ec  und  aile  deutfd)en  3eitungen  und  lege  ein  Scbiofe 
doc  Jeden  deutfd)en  ©und  I  ©enn  England  colli,  fo  coeife 
es  Capital  )U  fd)lagen  aus  jedetn  deutfd)en  ©ort,  urn  das 
deutfd  Polk  als  den  $eind  allec  (DcfittUng  ju  brandmarhen 
doc  der  ©eltl  Durd)  Sd)coeigen  (Died  nid)ts  gebeffect.  ©obi 
abec  (Died  dued)  Scbcoeigen  ungebeuec  oiel  gefebadet. 
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“Frontiers  must  be  revised 


In  order  that  that  which  is  German  shall  remain  German,  Germany  demands 
that  the  frontiers  in  the  East  shall  be  revised.  Not  only  are  the  details  of  the 
frontier  idiotic  and  a  document  of  shame  for  the  men  who  fixed  them  in  1919: 
above  all  the  corridor  which  turns  East  Prussia  into  an  island  in  the  Polish 
sea  is  unbearable  for  Germany. 

Poland  is  and  remains  the  great  trouble-maker  of  the  civilised  world.  The 
restoration  of  Poland  has  meant  an  end  to  the  peace  of  Europe. 

We  stand  under  the  curse  of  the  dictated  Peace  of  Versailles.  This  curse 
will  haunt  humanity  until  the  injustice  of  1919  has  been  repaired. 

Dr.  Otto  Dibelius 

Dr.  O.  Dibelius ,  Berliner  Evangelisches  Sonntagsblatt,  February  15th  ig$i 


£amit 

beutfcb  bleibe,  urns  beutfd)  iff,  forbert  2>eutfchianb,  baft 
bie  03rert-se  iin  Often  reuibiert  roirb.  sJ?icf)t  nut  bie 
©ren^fiibrung  im  ein3elnen  ift  unb  bleibt  unfinnig  unb 
tin  Dokument  bet  Gcftanbe  fur  bie  banner,  bie  1919 
3)erartiges  feftgefeftt  ftabcn.  Slot  allem  ift  unb  bleibt  bet 
ftorrtbor,  bet  Oftpreuften  311  einer  Snfel  im  polnifdjen 
SSfieere  macftt,  flit  Oeutfcftlanb  unertrciglid). 


ifSoIen  ift  unb  bleibt  bet  grofte  Gtorenfrieb  bet  ge* 
fitteten  SBelt.  9ftit  bet  SBieberfterftellung  Rolens  ift  bie 
fRube  (rutopas  3U  Crnbc. 


20ir  fteticn  nntet 

bem  glud)  bes  SSetfaillet  diktats.  5tn  biefem  f$luch  roirb 
bie*9Jlenfd)beit  fo  lange  tragen,  bis  bas  llutecftt  bes 
Sabres  1919  roieber  gut  gemadjt  rootben  ift. 

2)t.  O.  2)  i  b  e  I  i  u  0. 


32 


The  example  of  German-Austria  is  a  typical  example  of  the  way  in  which 
the  hatred  of  the  peoples  can  affect  millions  of  individuals,  can  plunge  them 
into  poverty  and  shame  and  can  artificially  bar  the  road  to  freedom  which  is 
clear  for  all  to  see.  German-Austria  can  only  live  when  it  is  attached  to  a 
large  economic  body.  The  only  economic  body  which  is  feasible  in  this  case 
is  Germany.  Everybody  with  economic  sense  agrees  on  this  fact.  This  path  has 
been  taken  despite  the  serious  objections  which  arise  for  the  German  Pro¬ 
testants  with  regard  to  the  Anschluss  of  Austria.  This  path  would  have  been 
taken  if  France  had  not  blocked  it.  France  does  not  wish  Germany  to  arise 
again.  For  this  reason  and  for  this  reason  alone  German-Austria  is  languish¬ 
ing  and  starving.  France  has  the  money.  Money  is  power.  German-Austria 
cannot  prevail  against  it. 

All  the  misery  which  bears  down  to-day  upon  the  unhappy  people  of 
German-Austria  will  end  when  France  has  been  confined  again  within  its  due 
limits.  As  long  as  France  has  hegemony  in  Europe  there  can  be  no  justice  in 
the  world! 

Dr.  Otto  Dibelius 

Dr.  O.  Dibelius,  Berliner  Evangelisches  Sonntagsblatt,  April  9th  1952 


Doe  Beifpiet  DeutfdpCfterreid)*  ift  ein  Gdjulbeifpiet 
bafiir,  role  bet  ber  SJolker  SRiflioncn  non  ein,jelnen 
SRenfdpn  in  SWitleibenfcbaft  jicfjt,  fie  in  Brmut  unb 
Gdjanbe  ftiirflt  unb  ben  ©eg  3ur  jreibeit,  ber  hlar  oot 
allet  ftugen  Iiegt,  hiinftlicb  oerrammelt.  DeutfdpCiter- 
reid)  hann  nuc  leben,  roenn  ee  ben  SInfdjIufc  on  eincn 
proven  ©irtfcbaftohorper  finbet.  Der  einjige  ©irtfcbafte* 
horper,  bet  bafiir  in  Srape  hommt,  ift  Deutfdjlanb.  Dar- 
iibcr  finb  fid)  alle  einig,  bie  roirtfdjaftlicb  benhen  honnen. 
Der  ©eg  roiirbe  gepangen  roerben  trot*  bet  fcbroeren  33e* 
benhen,  bie  namentlid)  fiit  ben  beutfdjen  ^roteftanten 
einem  «nfd)!u&  £>fterreid)0  entgegenfteben.  Dei  ©eg 
roiirbe  gegangcn  roerben,  —  roenn  nidjt  ftranhreicb  ibn 
oerfperrte.  ftranhreid)  roill  Deutfd)lanb  nid)i  roieber 
t)od)hommen  Iaffen.  Deebalb,  besfalb  allein,  magDeutfd)* 
Cfterreid)  oerhiimmern  unb  oerbungern.  Sranhreidh  bat 
bas  ©clb.  ©elb  ift  3Rad)t.  DeutfdpCfterreid)  hommt  ba* 
gegen  nicbt  an. 

m  bie  Not,  bie  l>eute  auf  bem  ungiQdtlid^n  9oIh 
ber  $eutfd)*&fterrei<ber  loftet,  roirb  on  bem  Xoge  Snbe 
fein,  on  bem  ^ranfcreid)  wither  In  bie  Sdpronhen  »er* 
toiefen  iff,  bie  il)m  gebityren.  Soionge  ftronfcreidg  bie 
Sormadjt  Curopo*  ift,  folonge  gibt  eo  ferine  ©ere$tig* 
hell  ouf  ber  ©elt!  Dr.  O.  D  i  b  e  I  i  u  o. 


'Lebensraum 


We  should  not  speak  here  of  superficial  things,  not  of  what  it  means  that 
the  modest  attempts  at  German  colonial  expansion  have  been  destroyed  and 
that  now  70  million  Germans  are  pressed  together  in  their  homeland  as  in  an 
overfilled  internment  camp,  always  getting  in  each  others  way,  a  “people  with¬ 
out  living  space”  . . . 

O.  Dibelius,  Nachspiel,  Berlin  1928,  page  14 


(£$  foil  fjiet  nicf>t  son  ben  aufjeren  jDtngen  gerebet  roetben,  rn'djt  bo* 
eon,  roag  eg  bebeutet,  ba§  bte  6efcfjetbetten  SJetfuc^e  beutfe^et  fo* 
lonioler  Srpanfion  jerfBrt  roorben  ftnb  unb  bag  nun  70  SWtllionen 
£>eutfdje  f id)  in  ber  #eimat  btangen  rote  tn  etnent  uberfullten  3nter* 
merutigglaget,  unmet  einer  bent  anbern  t'm  2Bege,  ein  ^SolE  o^ne 
Slaum",  ein  SSolf,  bag  bte  <Rtafte,  bte  nacf)  au§en  nt^t  nte^t  rottfen 
fonnen. 


The  others  are  prosperous.  Germany  is  poor.  The  others  have  colonies.  Ger¬ 
many  has  none.  The  others  are  free.  Germany  lies  in  chains. 

An  unarmed  Germany  is  a  constant  provocation  for  its  neighbours  to  use 
military  means  to  implement  their  political  wishes.  We  saw  this  when  the 
French  invaded  the  Ruhr  territory.  We  saw  this  in  the  Memel  territory  and  in 
Upper  Silesia.  In  innumerable  bombastic  speeches  the  Poles  have  announced 
to  the  whole  world  that  Danzig  and  East  Prussia  belong  to  them  and  that  they 
must  be  annexed  by  Poland,  by  military  means  if  necessary.  Only  a  fool  can 
have  any  illusions  about  the  fate  of  an  unarmed  Germany.  So  that  Germany 
may  exist,  so  that  German  men,  German  women  and  German  children  shall  not 
be  abandoned  to  every  bloodthirsty  arbitrary  act  of  the  enemy,  Germany  must 
be  armed. 

It  is  not  just  the  question  of  Germany.  It  is  a  question  of  the  world.  The 
military  hegemony  of  France  has  always  meant  in  European  history  a  period 
of  force  and  injustice.  A  strong  Germany  was  always  a  bastion  of  peace.  This 
is  such  a  clear  historic  lesson  that  only  bad  intentions  and  nationalist  prejudice 
can  deny  it. 

Since  this  is  so  we,  as  Christians,  want  a  strong  German  Reich,  which  will 
be  respected  by  its  enemy,  a  Reich  which  has  power  to  throw  into  the  balance. 
Such  a  Germany  can  do  something  for  the  peace  of  the  world.  And  we  are 
concerned  with  peace  and  not  with  war! 

Dr.  Otto  Dibelius 

Dr.  O.  Dibelius,  Berliner  Evangelisches  Sonntagsblatt,  November  18th  1911 
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53.  3afyrgang 


53. 
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anberencfinb  rooblbabenb.  Teutfcblanb  iff  arm.  Tie 
anbercn  baben  ftolonien.  Teutfdjlanb  bat  heine.  Tit 
onbtren  finb  frci.  Xeutfdjlanb  lieqt  in  Seffeln. 

Gin  inebriate*  2>eutfd)lanb  ift 
fin  ftdnbiger  fcnreia  fur  feine  Stad)barn,  ibre  politifcben 
Sunftbc  mit  miUtdrifd)en  SJtitteln  burcbjufefcen.  SBir 
baben  ea  bei  bem  Ginbrud)  ber  ftranjofen  in  bae  Stubr* 
flebiet  erlebt.  SBir  baben  e*  im  SJtemelgebiet  unb  in 
£)berfd)leften  erlebt.  Unb  bie  Stolen  baben  in  jablreidjen 
bombaftifdjen  Steben  alter  ffielt  oerhiinbet,  bag  Xanjig 
unb  Oftpreuften  ibnen  getjoren  unb,  nbtigenfalle  mit 
tnilitdrifcben  Sftitteln,  ju  Stolen  gefd)lagen  roerben 
miibten.  Slur  ein  Starr  hann  fid)  3Hufionen  bariiber 
bingeben,  roeldje*  bae  Sdjickfal  einee  roebrlofen  Xeutfd)* 
lanb*  fein  inirb.  Xamit  Xeutfdjlanb  befteben  hann,  ba* 
ntit  beutfdjee  2anb,  beutfcbe  ftrauen  unb  beuifd)e  Stinber 
nid)t  jeber  blutigen  SBillhiir  ber  fteinbe  preiegegeben 
finb,  beabalb  mu&  X)eutfd)lanb  geriiftet  fein. 

Unb  es  gebt  nicbt  nur  um  Deutfdblanb.  Gs  gebt  uin 
bie  SBelt.  Tie  militdrifcbe  Storberrfd)aft  frranhreicbs  bat 
in  ber  ©efd)id)te  Guropae  nod)  immer  ein  3eitalter  ber 
©eroalt  unb  ber  Ungered)tigheit  bebeutet.  Gin  ftarke* 
Xeutfcfylanb  roar  immer  ein  $ort  be*  $riebcn».  Xat  ift 
cine  fa  blare  Cebre  ber  ©efd)id)te,  baft  nur  bdfer  fBiUe 
unb  nationaliftifd)*  Storcingenemmenbeit  bas  beftreiten 
i  hann. 

SBeil  bas  fo  ift,  besbalb  roiinfcben  roir  ale  Gbriften 
ein  ftarhee  Xeutfcbee  Steid),  bae  oon  feinen  Jfainben 
refpehtiert  roirb,  cin  9teidi,  ba§  eine  SJtadjt  in  bie  SBaag* 
fdjale  311  roerfen  bat.  Gin  folcbee  Xeutfcblanb  hann 
etroae  fiir  ben  ^rieben  auf  ber  SBelt  tun.  Unb  um  ben 
Jriebcn  gebt  ee  une,  nid)t  um  ben  flrieg! 

Tx.  O.  T  i  b  e  l  i  u  *. 
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“ Peace  is  not  good 


And  then  the  argument  is  whether  peace  in  itself  is  something  good.  This  is 
denied.  And  it  is  rightly  denied  . . . 

As  long  as  men  are  men  the  hours  will  come  when  despite  the  will  for  peace 
force  will  come  to  power  and  will  threaten  the  most  holy  of  temporal  goods. 
This,  the  holiest,  is  the  fatherland.  He  who  sacrifices  himself  for  the  fatherland 
may  be  confident  that  he  has  taken  the  path  of  God. 


Belted? 


'u‘crilct)eii  fjnx 


Der  Tag,  March  20th  1927 


« 
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Otto  Dibelius  supported  the  war  aims 
of  aggressive  German  militarism. 


Otto  Dibelius  called  for  colonial  exploitation. 


Otto  Dibelius  made  propaganda 
for  a  “March  to  the  East” 
and  for  a  war  of  revenge. 


Dibeuus  helped  Nazi  Pastors 


In  his  diocese  Dr.  Dibelius  has  nearly  forty  superintendents  and  over 
600  pastors.  He  has  been  appointed  their  pastor  and  their  spiritual  father.  In 
a  short  period  he  has  established  personal  contact  with  most  of  them  but 
naturally  not  with  all.  He  has  never  kept  his  distance  in  any  way,  he  is  to  all, 
even  to  the  older  and  the  oldest,  a  brother  in  the  service  of  the  word,  the 
Church  and  the  people.  His  confidence  brings  us  nearer  together  and  his  words 
of  guidance  have  led  us. 

He  has  battled  a  number  of  National  Socialist  pastors  out  of  the  corner 
when  opponents  attacked  them. 

Dr.  Otto  Dibelius,  wie  wir  ihn  kennen.  Ein  Bekenntnis  kurmarkischer 
Ptarrer  zu  ihrem  ktrchlichen  Fiibrer.  Im  Narnen  von  nz  Pfarrern  brsg.  von 
Ernst  Detut  und  Kurt  Scbart,  Berlin  1933,  page  11 
(Dr.  Otto  Dibelius  as  we  know  him.  An  avowal  of  support  of  pastors 
of  the  Kurmark  for  their  church  leader.  Published  in  the  name  of  112 
pastors,  Berlin  1933.) 


<^n  feinem  ©prengel  f>at  D.  35ibeliud  nobeju  t>ier$tg  ©uperintenben; 
^yten  unb  faff  6co  ^fatter.  3fmen  iff  cr  jum  ^affor  unb  ©celforger 
bcfleflt.  Wlit  ben  meiflen  iff  er  in  Furjer  3«t  »n  perfbnlicbe  gfiblung 
geFommen,  roenn  aud?  naturgemaf  nidjt  mit  alien.  9lie  f)at  tx  irgenb; 
rote  2lbflanb  geroabrt,  cr  iff  alien,  and?  ben  alter en  unb  altcn,  ein 
25 ruber  im  Dienjte  am  ffiort,  an  $ird)e  unb  23olF.  ©ein  ©ertrauen 
ffiljrt  und  jufammen,  fcin  ricbtunggebenbcd  fflort  teitet  und. 

SBie  mandjen  nationalfojialifhfcben  <Pfarrer  fyat  er  fjeraudgepauPt, 
menn  einff  ©egner  fiber  ibn  berfielen. 
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Otto  Dibelius  (right,  with  cross),  greets  President  Hindenburg  amidst  saluting  Nazi  storm  troopers 
at  the  opening  of  the  first  Nazi-dominated  Reichstag  on  March  21st  19a  in  Potsdam 
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‘Nazism  speaks  to  our  hearts' 


Something  of  this  sort  naturally  does  not  leave  the  hearts  of  Evangelical 
voters  unaffected.  For  ten  years  they  have  heard  in  sermons  that  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  Church  stands  above  the  parties,  and  the  Church  had  very  good  and 
serious  reasons  for  this.  Regardless  of  his  political  colour  anyone  who  is  really 
an  Evangelical  Christian  should  be  at  home  in  the  Evangelical  Church.  But 
when  a  Social  Democratic  Government  was  in  control  in  Brunswick  then,  with 
a  single  stroke  of  the  pen,  it  converted  all  Evangelical  schools  in  the  province 
into  colourless  and  practically  unreligious  community  schools.  And  now  there 
comes  another  government  under  National  Socialist  leadership.  And  the  first 
thing  which  it  does  is  to  cancel  this  incredible  decree.  The  old  Evangelical 
province  has  now  once  again  Evangelical  schools  in  which  school  prayers  and 
Evangelical  life  can  be  lived  freely  and  unhindered. 

In  other  fields  the  picture  is  the  same.  The  Socialist  government  had  to  be 
forced  by  the  Reich  Supreme  Court  to  fulfill  its  duties  with  regard  to  the 
Church.  In  Brunswick  conditions  are  different  from  those  in  Prussia.  There  the 
state  had  taken  over  practically  the  entire  property  of  the  Church  and  promised 
the  Church  relevant  current  support.  For  the  Socialist  government  this  duty  did 
not  exist.  It  paid  as  little  attention  as  possible  to  the  verdict  of  the  Reich 
Court.  A  bourgeois  government  of  the  old  type  which  was  in  control  a  few 
years  ago  did  not  act  very  differently.  Now  the  National  Socialists  have  come 
and  have  announced  measures  in  a  very  different  spirit. 

Something  of  this  sort  speaks  more  directly  to  our  hearts  than  all  theoretical 
arguments  about  party  programmes  and  Church  principles.  And  naturally  the 
consequences  must  one  day  be  drawn.  It  is  obvious  that  the  Evangelical 
Church  will  not  follow  the  example  set  by  the  Bishop  of  Mainz  and  draw 
a  clear  line  of  decision  between  itself  and  the  National  Socialists. 

Der  Tag,  October  iz th  1930 


Sonntagsspiegei  vtnnpr.otta  menus 


2ln  i>ett  Serge.!  eoangelifcfjcr  3Bdl)ler  gef)t  fo 
ctmas  natiirlirf)  nicf)t  fpurlos  ooriibcr.  Sftcut  pi;e= 
bigt  ifjnen  feit  gcbn  3af)rcrt,  bafj  die  enangelifdje 
>iircf)c  iiber  ben  ^nrteieu  ftebe.  llnb  groar,  tueit 
bie  3ircf)e  bafiir  fegr  gutc  uni)  ernftc  ©riinbe  F)at. 
3u  locldjer  politifd)en  ftarbc  fid)  cincr  and)  rccfme 
-  xoenn  ec  toirflid)  ein  eoangclifdjer  (£f)rift  fei, 
bann  folic  er  aud)  in  ber  coangclifd)en  5? irctjc  einc 
Scimnt  finben.  3lbcr  loenn  in  33  r  a  u  n  f  d)  id  e  i  g 
einc  fogialbemofratifdjc  iRegierung  am  9\ubet  ift, 
bann  ocrroanbelt  fie  mit  eincm  icf)  bic 

famtlid)en  eoangelifcfjen  6d)ulcn  bcs  3anbes  in 
farblofc  nnb  bamit  prattifcf)  rcligionslofe  (£>c- 
meinfd)aftsfd)ulen.  llnb  nun  fomrnt  eine  anbere 
SRcgierung  nnter  natioualfogialiftifd)cr  5iil)rung. 
llnb  bu5  run s  iie  i i ; i *u  u.e  <luu)ebui.g 

fcne5  unerl)brten  (Srlaffes.  Sas  altc  eoangelifd)e 
ilanb  bat  jejgt  roieber  eoangelifdje  Gd)ulen,  in 
benen  6cf)ulgebet  unb  coangciifdjes  Seben  fid)  frei 
unb  ungeljinbert  rcgcn  biirfen. 

3luf  anberen  ©ebieten  gebt  es  gcnan  fo.  Sic 
fogialiftifcfjc  SHcgierung  mufjte  fid)  burd)  bas 
v\eid)sgerid)t  groingen  lafien,  if)re  ^flidjten  gegen* 
i' bcr  ber  ftird)e  gu  erfiiUcn.  3n  33raunfd)roeig 
Iiegen  bie  Singe  namlicf)  anbcrs  als  in  ^reufjen. 
Sort  bat  ber  6taat  praftifcb  bas  gauge  Hirc^en-- 
oerniogen  an  fid)  gegogen  unb  ber  £ird)c  bafiir 
i  utfprcd)enbe  laufenbc  Hnterftiitjungen  nerfprod)en. 
Cviir  bie  fogialiftifcbc  SRegierung  cj;iftierte  biefc 
•■>erpflidE)tung  nid)t.  9lud)  um  ben  6prucb 
b:s  3lcid)sgerid)tes  tummertc  fie  ficb  fo 
irenig  als  moglid).  (Sine  bilrgerlidje  SRe-- 
gicrung  alien  Gdjlages,  bie  nor  einigen 
3abren  am  SRuber  roar,  trieb  es  nicbt  r>iel 
anbcrs.  3efet  finb  bie  Stationalfogialiften 
gefommen  nnb  fjaben  aRafjnafjmen  in  einem  fef)C 

60  etroas  rebet  einbringlicber  gu  bin  ipergen 
als  allc  tf)eoretifd)cn  aiuscinanberfctjungen  iiber 
3>arteiprogYamme  unb  iiber  Iird)lid)c  Cbrunbfatje. 
Unb  es  muff  natiirlid)  and)  einmal  feine  £onfe* 
quengen  f)aben.  3)  a  ft  bie  eoangelifdje 
&  i  r  d)  e  bem  33  e  i  f  p  i  e  l  bes  SB  i  f  cf)  o  f  s 
non  2R  a  i  n  g  nid)t  folgen  unb  g  to  i  * 
fd)en  fiid)  unb  ben  Slationalfogia* 
liften  leinen  Gdjnitt  m  a_d)  en  to  i  r  b  , 
aerfteljt  Ud)_  non  felbft.^ 
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“ Positive  Nazi  relationship  to  Christianity' 


The  National  Socialists  as  the  strongest  right-wing  party  have  shown  both 
through  their  programme  and  through  their  practical  attitude  in  Thuringia  that 
they  have  a  strong  positive  relationship  to  Christianity  without  regard  to  con¬ 
fessional  differences.  We  may  expect  that  they  will  remain  true  to  this  prin¬ 
ciple  of  theirs  in  the  new  Reichstag. 

D.  Otto  Dibelius 

Dr.  O.  Dibelius,  Berliner  Evangeliscbes  Sonntagsblatt,  September  28th  1930 


2>ie  Nationals 

fogioliftcn  als  ftarhfte  SRechtspartei  fjabett  es  foroof)l  butd) 
if)r  ^rogramm  rote  burdj  tfjre  prahtifdje  £>altung  in 
Thuringen  gegcigt,  bajj  fie  cin  feftes  pofttioes  93erf)alfnfs 
sum  dhriftentum,  unter  3uriidtfteIIung  honfeffionellet 
Interfdjiebe,  fyaben.  2Btr  biirfen  erroarten,  bag  fie 
iefem  tfjrem  ©runbfatj  im  neuert  SReicfjstag  treu  bleiben 
rcben. 

Dr.  O.  2)  i  b  e  l  i  u  5. 


The  case  can  arise  that  the  guidance  from  the  Gospels  must  take  a  further 
step.  For  seven  years  we  stated  publicly  in  this  column  that  we  did  not  under¬ 
stand  how  Evangelical  Christians  could  vote  for  Marx,  the  candidate  of  the 
Centre  Party  (Wilhelm  Marx  was  a  Catholic,  trans.)  We  did  this  although 
at  that  time  Evangelical  professors  of  theology  and  Evangelical  pastors  issued 
an  appeal  supporting  Marx.  We  regarded  our  step  as  necessary  for  the  sake  of 
the  Gospels.  This  time  we  have  not  taken  a  similar  step  although  one  of  the 
candidates,  Hitler,  is  once  again  a  Catholic.  But  Hitler  is  not  standing  as 
a  supporter  of  the  Catholic  Church  but  as  the  Fuehrer  of  a  great  national 
movement  to  which  millions  of  Evangelical  Christians  belong. 

Berliner  Evangeliscbes  Sonntagsblatt  (Wocbenscbau)  1932 
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Whffm§44^ 

lie  liarm  bcr  ^all  eintreten,  boft  bic  5iteflrot?ifuiip  ooni 
C£omij«olium  her  nod)  cinen  Gdiritt  mritcr  pclien  mur). 
^ir  hnbpn  nnr  fii-hnu  nn  girlie  oftpn  niK,/ 

nc)prbd)cn,. .hnft  mir  r*  nirht  nrrftHmn  imp  nnrm^nfrho 

JA hnltcn  Don  ^cntniiimlirmhihnirn  'lUnrr  mplllgn  honncn. 

Wiv l)a belt  boo  petan,  o bum  1)1  boniolo  euaupclifche 

Sbcoloiiicprofcttorcii  nub  eDnnpchfd)c  Weiftlid)e  in  emcm 
Vluirtif  fur  'JJfarr  cinnetreteu  nxireii.  Uns  fdiien  boo  not» 
in? u b ft;  uiii  bee  Isonupi'limns  tnillcn.  .Xteemal  baben  mir 
nidito  beipleidien  peton,  obirmlil  fidpHHlTt  bftH  .WrmTiTf 

Tumi  lOUWr  ehTTVonmim  befmbet.  lunnlid)  .< q if er  ^;| lu- r. 

"ioiljcr  nflTUVbtm  md)t  ole  'JJtomi  ber  lioll)olifd)CiaI^Ij[d)I'. 
piiTnii"  nio  rttibrer  cTncr  Qtcmcil  luitmimim  :Hcuk'quiio. 

Tvr  Miiillioiien  tmn  ^Donnelifriu'ii  annclmren- 


*  Storm  Troopers  of  the  Church ” 


I  do  not  conceal  the  fact  that  I  can  only  welcome  a  strong  thrust  of  the 
National  Socialists  in  our  Church  body,  despite  my  basic  attitude.  Our  bodies, 
we  have  often  spoken  of  this,  are  over-aged.  Their  social  understanding  often 
falls  far  short  of  what  is  required.  If  now  younger  forces  clamour  for  admission, 
young  forces  who  have  other  aims  than  making  difficulties  with  expenses,  then 
I  think  we  have  every  reason  to  open  the  doors. 

We  must  use  quite  different  methods  of  propagating  the  Gospel.  In  earlier 
times  I  always  spoke  of  Evangelical  soldiers  of  the  Salvation  Army.  I  could 
today  speak  of  Storm  Troopers  of  the  Church,  despite  the  danger  that  this 
would  once  again  be  regarded  as  a  sign  that  the  Church  has  become  a  party. 

Berliner  Evangelisches  Sonntagsblatt,  February  13th  1932 


In  the  months  preceding  Hitler’s  seizure  of  power,  a  number  of 
Nazi  storm  troopers  were  brought  before  the  courts  for  murdering 
political  opponents.  Dibelius  demanded  that  the  courts  should 
consider  favourably  their  nationalist  convictions. 

The  majestic  nature  of  this  moral  law  is  not  something  frozen  and  alien  to 
everyday  life.  In  every  legal  decision  convictions  must  play  a  role  as  well  as 
the  deed.  This  is  the  place  where  that  which  Adolf  Hitler  aims  at  can  be 
expressed.  Every  German  court  can  and  must  make  a  distinction  between  a 
deed  of  national  sacrifice,  and  a  deed  born  of  lower  instincts. 


Der  Tag,  September  4th  1932 


Sonntagsspiege£  VmQ.vr.  otto  melius 


lint)  bod)  ift  bie  SUlaieftat  biefes  Gittengefefc*s 
nid)t-  ftarc  unb  lebensfremb.  93ei  jeber  SRedjte* 
finbung  fpielt  ncben  bet  Sat  audj  bic  ©eftnnund 
einc  9loHe.  £ier  ift  ber  Ort,  an  bent  bos  jut 
©eltung  fommen  fann,  tnoturn  es  SIboIf  §itler 
gefjt.  Sebes  beutfdje  ©eridjt  fann  unb  mufj  ein'en 
Unterfchieb  madjen  gtoifcheir  einer  Sat  ber  natip- 
nalen  pinaabe  unb  $nrifd)en  einer  Sat,  bie  ays 
jemeinen  $nftinften  geboren  ift.  *'  '"“*** 


SiUii  foil  iituu  vine  'Semegung  getDig  nid)t  oer» 
tctchfclu  :n:t  ben  SHiehtlinien,  bie  fie  fur  eine 
SBai)l  aufftellt.  ©s  mare  fet>r  tor id)t,  roollte  man 
unt  fold)cr  Wdjtlinicn  rotllen  bie  ^lugen  oerfcfjtie- 
feen  nor  bem  ©ffuitben  unb  ©rfrifd>enben,  toas 
in  ber  nationalfo^ialiftifd)en  “SetDegung  lebenbig 
ift  unb  mas  aud)  fiir  bie  euangelifdje  $tird)e 
fruebtbar  roerben  fann. 


Nazi  circles  issued  directives  for  church  elections  in  the  Evangelical 
Church  which  many  church  members  felt  were  contrary  to  Evange¬ 
lical  principles.  Dibelius  hastened  to  the  support  of  the  Nazis. 

One  should  certainly  not  confuse  a  movement  as  such  with  the  directives 
which  it  issues  for  an  election.  It  would  be  foolish  if,  because  of  such  direct¬ 
ives,  we  were  to  close  our  eyes  to  the  healthy  and  fresh  nature  which  lives  in 
the  National  Socialist  movement,  and  which  can  also  be  fruitful  for  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  Church. 

Der  Tag,  October  9th  1932 
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933:  Dibelms  and  the  Reichstag  Fire 


When  these  lines  reach  the  reader  he  will  know  the  results  of  the  elections 
of  March  5th.  The  author  of  these  lines  does  not  yet  know  the  result.  Your 
author  is  still  under  the  influence  of  the  great  event  which  immediately  preceded 
the  election- the  fire  in  the  Reichstag  building. 

That  this  fire  was  a  Communist  plot  has  been  clearly  proved.  This  is  a  great 
relief  for  us.  Part  of  the  Communist  plot  was-and  this  is  now  proved-that 
they  obtained  uniforms  of  other  organisations  in  order  to  aim  suspicion  and 
indignation  against  the  others.  Crimes  which  at  first  everybody  was  convinced 
must  be  placed  at  the  door  of  a  certain  party  have  now  been  shown  to  be  the 
deeds  of  quite  other  people. 

One  of  those  responsible  for  the  Reichstag  fire  was  immediately  seized.  He 
was  the  Dutch  Communist  Marinos  van  der  Lubbe.  In  the  following  days  one 
learned  from  Holland  that  this  34-year  old  man  was  known  there  as  a  fanatical 
revolutionary,  that  he  regularly  travelled  backwards  and  forwards  between 
Holland,  Germany  and  Russia,  and  that  he  obviously  received  his  instructions 
from  Moscow.  He  not  only  set  fire  to  the  Reichstag  but  also  attempted  to  set 
fire  to  the  Berlin  City  Hall.  Up  to  present  there  is  no  clarity  as  to  the  degree 
to  which  other  persons  took  part.  There  is  a  great  weight  of  suspicion  against 
some  Communist  members  of  the  Reichstag.  For  an  outside  observer  it  is  quite 
incredible  that  the  fire  could  be  laid  at  so  many  places  without  those  in  the 
building  noticing  it. 

The  Reich  government  immediately  took  the  sharpest  measures.  It  has  banned 
not  only  the  Communist  but  also  the  Socialist  press.  It  has  arrested  all  Com¬ 
munist  leaders  upon  whom  it  could  lay  its  hands.  It  has  published  an  emergency 
decree  completely  cancelling  until  further  notice  freedom  of  the  press  and  free¬ 
dom  of  assembly,  as  well  as  the  secrecy  of  the  post.  Domiciliary  searches  and 
requisitioning  can  be  ordered  at  any  time.  Crimes  which  were  hither  to  punished 
with  life  imprisonment  shall  in  future  be  punished  with  death.  Communist 
meeting  places  have  been  closed. 

These  serious  measures  were  not  occasioned  solely  by  the  incendiarism  in  the 
Reichstag  but  also  by  the  surprising  discoveries  made  in  the  Liebknecht  Haus, 
the  Communist  Centre  in  Berlin.  Underground  passages  were  discovered  there, 
which  not  only  gave  the  Communists  the  possibility  of  escaping  when  the 
police  made  a  search,  but  which  were  filled  with  great  piles  of  provocative 
pamphlets,  including  exact  instructions  for  street  fighting  and  acts  of  terror 
of  all  sorts.  It  is  very  indicative  that  a  few  days  earlier  an  English  newspaper 
had  stated  that  Communist  unrest  could  be  expected  in  Germany.  It  has  now 
been  proved  that  in  the  days  of  the  Reichstag  election  a  big  Communist  action 
programme  had  been  planned. 

It  was  undoubtedly  right  that  the  Reich  government  took  energetic  measures. 
There  can  be  differences  of  opinion  about  various  details,  just  as  the  govern¬ 
ment  itself  has  vacillated  in  some  details.  If  the  very  existence  of  a  state  is 
threatened  then  it  must  proceed  ruthlessly. 

Berliner  Evangelisches  Sonntagshlatt,  March  12th  19M 
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bcrcil*.  mie  l»tc  'Miblen  ohiii  5  '.Utara  nuogcfallcn  finb. 
Tor  Sdiroibcr  biefor  3eilon  mcib  c*  nod)  nidjt.  (ir  ftcljt 
nodi  tmior  bom  (imbrudt  boo  proftcn  lireigniffee,  boo 
bov  '^olil  unmittclbav  uorouegegangen  ift.  To*  roar  bet 
iBtanb  b*e  SJeldjetagsgebiiubee. 

-  Tab  bitfetr  Wtmb  ein  hommunfftffdje*  Sttentat  ge* 
wcfen  ift,  ift  Wot  erroleftn.  Too  ift  fiir  11110  cine  grobe 
lirlciditeriing.  _  i  3u  bem  hominin 

iiiftifd)ett  5ihtionspIan  pcl)bn  —  and)  boo  ift  jefct  cr* 
micfcn  —  bap  man  fid)  Uniformon  nnborcr  Organifa* 
lumen  ncrfdjofft  unb  fo  ben  SBerbacbt  unb  bio  dntnifhmg 
ouf  bic  anboren  lenht  Werbrecben,  non  benen  aunacbft 
jibcrmann  ubcr^cugt  mar,  bob  fie  cinor  beftimmten 
'-Bartci  a»r  Caft  ,511  legcn  maren,  baben  fi«b  3ule^t  ale 
cine  Tat  gnnj  anberer  Ceute  bcrauegcftellt. 

'-Bei  bem  33rnnb  bee  iRcidjetagee  ift  cincr  ber  later 
f  of  art  gefabt  morben.  (£e  mar  ein  boIldnbifd)er  ^oin* 
munift  HJlarinoe  nan  ber  Cuebbe.  Scbon  am  nacbften 
Toge  erfubr  man  aue  fmllanb,  bab  biefer  34jabrige 
'iltann  bort  ale  fanatifd)er  JRcoolutiondr  rooblbehannt  fei, 
bob  cr  bauernb  3roifd)en  £>ollanb,  Tcutfd)Ianb  unb  9tub« 
lanb  bin  unb  ber  gcreift  fei  unb  offenbar  feine  9ln* 
meifungen  aue  'iRoehau  empfangen  babe.  dr  t)at  nid)t 
mir  ben  iReichetag,  fonbern  aud)  bae  Berliner  Siatbaue 
in  '.Branb  311  ftedken  oerfud)t.  3Bic  toe  it  nod)  anbere 
Tater  mit  in  Spiel  gemefon  finb,  ift  bie  aur  Stunbe 
nidit  gehlart.  ©egen  einige  honununiftifd)e  iReidjetage* 
abgeorbnete  beftent  ein  erbriichenber  '-Berbad)t.  ^iir  ben 
Vlubcnftebenben  ift  ee  gana  unfabbar,  bab  ber  93ranb  an 
berartig  oielen  Stellen  ijnt  angclegt  merben  hbnncn,  oljnc 
bab  man  im  £>aufe  barauf  aufmerbfam  gemorben  ift. 

Tie  Steidptegierung  l)ot  fofoct  bie  fdjtirfften 
tiabmen  ergriffen.  Sie  bat  nid)t  nut  bie  bommuniftifd)e, 
fonlern  aud)  bie  foaialiftifd)e  $reffe  oerboten.  Sie  bat 
nlle  hommuniftifeben  ^ubrer,  boron  fie  babbaft  merben 
honntc,  oorbaftet.  Sie  bat  eine  'Jlotoerorbnung  beraue* 
gtbradjt,  bie  bie  ^reibcit  ber  ^reffe  unb  ber  '-Berfamm* 
•lunger  bie  auf  meiteree  obllig  aufbebt.  Cfbenfo  bae  '-Brief* 
gebeimnie.  fomieunterfucbungcn  unb  93efd)lagnabmen 
lumnen  jeberaeit  angcorbnet  merben.  ^Berbrcdjen,  bie 
bieber  mit  lebenelanglirbom  3nd)tbaue  beftraf t  murben, 
fallen  lumftip  mit  bem  Tobe  beftraf t  merben.  Tie  horn* 
muniftifeben  iU'rhebrelohale  finb  gefcblofien  roorben. 


3u  biefen  fdimerfton  'Dtaffnabmen  Ijot  niebt  allein  bic 
^Branbftiftung  im  Wcidjetagegcbaube  ^Inlafj  gogeben, 
fonbern  aud)  bie  iihorrafcbenbcn  dntbedamgen,  bic  man 
im  lMebbned)tboue,  ber  hommuniftifd)on  3‘-'ntralc  ^Berlins, 
gomadit  bat.  Tort  bat  man  linterirbifdic  Change  entbedit, 
bie  nidi!  nur  bci  poliacilicbon  Turdifucbungen  ben  fimn* 
munifton  bie  '.Wgglicbhcit  gabon,  ficb  one  bem  Staubc  an 
macbon.  fonbern  in  benen  grobo  Stapol  non  oufreiaenben 
Tnidifdiriften  gefunben  murben.  barunter  and)  genaue 
Vlnmeifuiigcn  fur  Strabenbampfe  nub  fur  terror* 
?l htionen  alter  VI r t  lie  ift  febr  beacidmenb.  bob  mcnige 
Tage  norher  eine  englifdie  3rttung  barauf  bmgemiefen 
Ijattc,  bab  in  Teutfdilanb  hommuuiitifdic  llnruben  an 
ermarten  f cicti.  Cr*  ijt  jeftt  ermiefen,  bab  in  bon  logon 
btr  :Heid)etagemabl  tatfoeblid)  ein  grobes  VlUtioue* 
rrogromm  ber  Aommuniftcn  burdjgefubrt  merben  follte. 

So  mar  c$  amci’ello®  riattig.  bop  bie  'Reidjeregicrung 
cncrgiid)  burd)griff.  |  liber  mandjc  dmaelljeit  roirb  man 


oovfdticbena  'JlRclnuitg  fetn  lumnen  mic  ja  nud)  Me 


With  God  to  a  new  Future! 

From  the  sermon  on  the  opening  of  the  Reichstag,  held  by  General 
Superintendent  Dr.  Dibelius 


The  sermon  (Nicolai  Church,  Potsdam)  was  on  the  same  Bible  text  as  that 
used  by  D.  van  Dryander  in  greeting  the  German  Reichstag  on  August  4th 
1914:  “If  God  be  for  us  who  can  be  against  us?” 


With  God  to  a  new  future!  A  new  beginning  of  state  history  is  always 
marked  in  some  way  by  force.  The  state  itself  is  power.  New  decisions,  new 
orientations,  changes  and  upheavals  mean  always  the  victory  of  the  one  over 
the  other.  When  the  life  and  the  death  of  the  nation  is  at  stake  then  the  state 
power  must  be  used  with  force  and  determination. 

We  have  learned  from  Dr.  Martin  Luther  that  the  Church  may  not  oppose 
legal  state  power  when  it  does  that  for  which  it  is  appointed,  even  not  when 
it  is  hard  and  ruthless.  If  the  state  uses  its  power  against  those  who  undermine 
the  basis  of  state  order  and  above  all  against  those  who  with  acid  and  filthy 
words  destroy  marriage,  diffame  the  faith  and  slander  death  for  the  fatherland, 
then  the  state  must  dispose  in  the  name  of  God! 

With  God  to  a  new  future!  In  millions  of  hearts  there  glows  the  hope  that 
this  future  will  be  a  future  of  new  German  freedom!  We  are  still  encumbered 
with  the  burdens  of  the  past!  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  brothers  and  sisters 
whom  God  appointed  as  parts  of  a  free  people  sigh  under  alien  domination. 
It  has  always  been  the  fate  of  the  German  people  to  have  to  fight  again  and 
again  for  their  freedom.  And  they  have  always  won  freedom  again  when  a  new 
pulsing  of  faith  has  gone  through  their  arteries.  A  people  which  is  possessed  by 
such  faith  will  become,  with  God’s  help,  once  again  a  free  people!” 


Berliner  Evangelisches  Sonntagsblatt,  April  znd  ign 


3J?it  ©off  ju  neuer  3ufunfi! 

Wu*  6cr  jur  :Reid>0<ag«<r#ffnun0  ©on  &tnera(fupcrinftn©(nf  D.  Dr.  ftifretiu# 


Tie  ‘l>re6u)t  fl>ol*bnm,  91iholaihird)f)  Itflub  untcr  | 
bcmtcll’fn  WU'cltuort.  mu  6cm  l)  non  T)ri)on6cr  btn  I 
TcuiMhmi  '^ei«t)*log  am  4.  '.Mugult  l!M4  gtufote:  „3|tj 
Wall  f  U  r  u  in> ,  ro  r  r  mag  u> t  6 1  r  lint  |  e  I  n  ?  V — 

'JWit  0)oi t  All  neuer  ,')ufunft!  Oin  neuer  '.'lujaiig  faint* 
Iicbcr  Wrfd)!d)tc  ftr lit  tmmer  ivgrnbluic  im  ^eirticn  ber 
OicUialt.  t  f  n  n  ber  <2  t  a  n  t  i  ft  W  a  d)  t.  Weue  lint* 
fd)eibimgen,  ttcuc  Crientierunqen,  ifiianblungen  unb  Um= 
ludlAungen  bebcuteit  inrnter  ben  2icg  bed  einen  iibrr  ben 
anbcren.  Unb  luenn  c«  urn  Vicbcn  unb  urn  2terben  ber 
'.Nation  aet)t.  bann  mufc  bic  ftaatliebe  Wad)t  fraftuoll  unb 
burcbgreFfenb  eingefebt  luerbrn. 

l&Mr  baben  bon  Tr.  UNartin  Viuthcr  gelcrnt,  baft  bic 
.Stirrbe  ber  recbtmafiigen  ftaatlieben  Wclualt  nirfit  in  ben 
IHrui  fallen  barf,  luenn  fie  tut,  Iuoau  fie  bertifeu  ift.  '.Hurt) 
bann  nidjt,  luenn  fie  bart  unb  riirffirtudlod  fdialtet.  51'enn 
ber  2taat  feined  United  lualtet  gegen  bie,  bie  bie  birunb- 
lagcn  ber  ftaailidien  Crbuungen  untergraben,  fegen  bic 
bor  allem,  bie  mil  ripenbein  unb  qemcinein  &km  bie 
libe  *erfl5ren,  ben  OMaitben  Ueraditlirb  macben,  ben  -Sub 
fur  bad  JHaterlanb  begeifent  —  bann  lualte  cr  fein;\»  '.'lined 
tn  (dotted  'Jiamen! 

UUit  OJutt  au  ucuer  3ufunft!  'iNtllioncn  bon 
pencil  gliilU  bic  £offnung,  bafe  biefe  ^ufunft  cine 
fun  ft  licuev  beutfetjer  ^nbcit  luerbe!  Wort)  lieflen  auf 
und  bic  Via  ft  on  ber  iKcrgangenbcit!  Wort)  feuhen  .^unOcit- 
taufenbe  bon  ^riibern  unb  3rt|U>cft ern,  bic  Ofott  $u  OUte* 
beru  eined  freien  Golfed  berufen  bat,  untcr  frentber 
itneebtfebaft.  (id  ift  bed  beutffben  Golfed  3<i|icffol  ftetd 
ocmcfcn,  fid)  bic  ftreibcit  intincr  aufd  neue  erfainpfcn  5U 
muffeti.  Unb  ed  Ijat  bie  ^reiljcit  fcbedmal  luicbcr  geluonnen, 
luenn  cin  neuer  '|*uldirblag  bed  OHaubcnd  burd)  feme 
03licber  ging.  liiit  ®olf,  bon  folcbent  OHaubcn  befeelt, 
luirb  burd)  (dotted  OJnabe  nod)  fiumal  ein 
f  r  e  i  e  d  US  o  l  f ! 
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‘Goering  shook  my  hand” 


The  weekly  review  this  week  will  differ  from  its  usual  form.  It  should  bring 
you  a  few  personal  impressions  of  March  21st  which  the  daily  press  could 
not  bring  . . . 

Then  the  benediction  is  given.  The  Reich  President  (Hindenburg)  gives  the 
pastors  his  hand  and  then  gives  his  hand  to  Reichstag  President  Goering,  sitt¬ 
ing  in  the  first  place  amongst  the  deputies.  Goering  on  his  part  gives  his  hand 
to  the  General  Superintendent  (Dibelius)  with  a  hearty  word  of  thanks.  Then 
the  Reich  President  is  escorted  out.  When  his  car  has  driven  away  amidst  the 
“Heil”  shouts  of  the  crowd  the  church  empties.  We  make  our  way  through  a 
dangerous  crush  of  humanity  to  the  Garrison  Church  . . . 

The  Church  Leadership  has  seated  itself  in  the  old  box  of  the  Empress 
immediately  behind  the  three  chairs  reserved  for  the  Reich  President,  the  Reich 
Chancellor  (Hitler)  and  the  Reichstag  President.  In  the  first  row  of  the  box 
sits  the  Crown  Prince,  elastic  in  his  every  movement.  He  returns  festively  the 
serious  and  festive  greetings  of  the  Reich  President.  He  nods  his  lively  approval 
ever  and  again  during  the  speech  of  the  Reich  Chancellor. 

To  the  right  and  the  left  of  the  three  chairs  of  honour  sat  the  Reich  Ministers 
and  the  Reich  Commissars.  Here  those  whose  names  stand  almost  every  day 
in  the  newspapers  were  assembled:  Vice-Chancellor  von  Papen  next  to  the 
Bavarian  General  von  Epp,  Seldte  next  to  Hugenberg,  the  small  youthful 
Goebbels  next  to  the  imposing  figure  of  the  Reichswehr  Minister,  Reich  Minister 
of  the  Interior  Flick  and  all  the  others  . . . 

The  Reich  President  reads  his  address  of  welcome.  The  voice  of  the  old  man 
rings  strong  and  clearly  through  the  great  hall.  Then  Adolf  Hitler  replies.  His 
words  are  worthy,  serious  and  impressive.  At  the  close  of  his  speech  comes  the 
address  to  the  Reich  President.  Everybody  rises.  When  the  last  word  has  been 
spoken.  Hitler  steps  back  from  the  desk.  The  Reich  President  takes  one  step 
forwards  and  holds  out  his  hand.  Hitler  takes  the  hand  and  bows  deeply,  as 
though  to  kiss  it,  over  the  hand  of  the  old  Field  Marshal.  It  is  a  demonstration 
of  thankfulness  and  love  which  moved  everybody  who  saw  it  . . . 

And  then  we  are  outside  again.  The  German  anthem  is  played.  The  crowd 
breaks  out  in  ovations  again.  The  troops  march  past.  Behind  them  the  Father- 
land  organisations.  Finally  with  difficulty  one  reaches  one’s  car  in  order  to 
return  to  the  Reich  Capital.  Along  the  whole  long  road  deep  into  Berlin  stand 
people  and  ever  more  people.  The  black-white-red  flags  and  the  flags  with  the 
swastika  flutter _ 

Certainly  we  are  not  yet  again  a  united  people,  and  history  is  not  made  by 
days  of  festival.  But  that  something  has  changed  in  Germany  must  have  been 
felt  by  everyone  who  experienced  March  21st. 

May  God  grant  that  this  was  the  beginning  of  a  new  and  powerful  future, 
strong  in  faith! 

Dr.  Otto  Dibelius 
Berliner  Evangelisches  Sonntagsblatt,  April  2n<*  1933 
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The  Fulda  Conference  of  Bishops  has  concluded  peace  with  the  National 
Socialist  movement.  It  has  cancelled  the  prohibitions  and  warnings  against  the 
National  Socialists  pronounced  in  the  last  few  years  by  many  Catholic  bishops. 
This  has  not  been  done  without  reservations.  The  Catholic  bishops  expect  that 
in  connection  with  church  services  the  political  organisations  will  avoid  every¬ 
thing  which  could  look  like  a  political  or  a  party  demonstration.  They  demand 
that  the  work  of  the  Catholic  associations  shall  not  be  limited.  They  reject 
in  principle  “all  illegal  or  subversive  actions”. 

It  is  not  our  task  to  comment  on  this  act  by  the  Catholic  Church  leadership. 
But  it  is  perhaps  not  superfluous  to  say  a  word  about  the  attitude  of  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  Church  leadership  to  the  new  ordering  of  affairs  in  the  German 
fatherland. 

First  of  all  it  is  clear  that  there  can  be  no  question  of  the  Evangelical  Church 
issuing  a  declaration  similar  to  that  given  by  the  Catholic  bishops.  The  Evan¬ 
gelical  Church  leadership  has  never  warned  against  the  National  Socialist 
movement.  It  has  never  prohibited  its  pastors  from  being  members  of  this 
movement.  On  the  contrary,  when  socialist  government  presidents  gave  the 
Church  leadership  the  names  of  National  Socialist  pastors  and  demanded  that 
it  should  take  action  against  these  pastors,  then  the  Church  leadership  has 
always  refused.  It  has  confined  the  political  activities  of  the  pastors  to  those 
limits  conforming  with  the  nature  of  the  church.  But  membership  in  the 
National  Socialist  party  and  activity  in  the  National  Socialist  movement  in  all 
its  forms  has  always  been  freely  allowed  in  the  Evangelical  Church. 

In  the  same  way  the  Evangelical  Church  has  no  need  to  make  a  special 
statement  of  support  for  the  great  national  aims  which  have  once  again  been 
raised  before  the  eyes  of  the  German  people.  The  Evangelical  Church  has 
always  given  its  clear  word  of  support  to  these  aims,  in  pre-war  days,  in  the 
dark  days  of  the  revolution,  and  under  the  domination  of  the  Weimar  parties. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  attitude  of  the  Church  and  the  Church  leader¬ 
ship  to  the  national  state. 


Der  Tag,  April  2nd,  19 33 


93on  D.  Dr,  Otto  0if>eUuS 


3)  i  e  ftulbacc  93ifcbofslonfercng  Ijat 
ibten  ftrieben  mit  ber  nationalfogialiftifcben  Se* 
©egung  gemadjt.  6ic  bat  bic  Skrbote  unb  SEBat- 
jumgeit,  bic  in  ben  Iefcten  3abten  con  oielen 
latbolifcben  33ifcbofen  gegen  bic  SJfationalfogialiften 
ausgefprodjen  ©aren,  aufgeboben.  ftreilicb  niebt 
obne  SBotbebalt.  CDie  latbolifcben  ^3ifcf)6fc  erraar* 
icn,  ba§  bic  politif^en  Organifationen  bci  ben 
©otiesbienften  aHes  oermeiben,  teas  als  politifcfyc 
obec  parteimafjige  2>emonftration  erfdjeinen 
lonnic.  6ic  fotbern,  bog  bic  Arbeit  ber  fatboli* 
feben  Screinc  nicfjt  befdjcanft  toerbe.  6ie  lebnen 
^atles  reebtsroibrige  ober  umftiirglerifcbe  SSetbal- 
ten"  gcunbfdfelidb  ab. 

<£s  ift  ntebt  unfere  6aa)e,  liber  biefen  mi  laiyo* 
Iifcbet  Stircbenleitung  IBetracbtungen  anguftellen. 
Mbev  es  ift  oieHeicbt  nirf)t  iiberfliiffig,  ein  SEBort 
bariiber  gu  fagen,  ©ie  bic  eoangelifebe 
ftitibenleitung  ber  Steugeftaltung 
bcc  2)inge  im  beutfeben  SBaterlanb 
gegenuberftebt. 

3unadjft  ift  liar,  bafj  eine  abnlicbe  (Ertlarung, 
rots  fie  bic  latbolifcben  33ifd)5fc  abgegeben  baben, 
fdr  bic  eoangelifebe  ftircbe  nid)t  in  ftrage  fommt. 
2)ic  eoangelifebe  ftircbenleitung  bat  mentals  ooc 
ber  nationalfogialiftifcben  S3e©egung  geroamt.  6ic 
bat  if) ten  ©eifilidjen  niemals  bie  3ugef)origIcit  gu 
tbr  oerboten.  3m  ©egenteil:  ©enn  bie  fogia* 
Iiftifebcn  Sftegierungsprafibenten  ber  #ird)en» 
leitung  nationalfogialiftifcbe  ^farrec  namijaft 
snaebten  unb  non  tbr  oerlangten,  gegen 
biefe  ^fatret  oorgugeben,  bann  bat  ftcb 
bic  Stirdjenleitung  immer  ablebnenb  oerbalten. 

8©at  gm  |ic  ucZ  fviiil)u)en  i-i'.g.;'.;  ~v-  vyr:;1.* 

Iicben  biejenigen  Sd)ranlen  gegogen,  bie  bem 
SBefen  bet  ^irebe  entfpreeben.  Slber  bie  3ugeborig. 
feit  gut  nationalfogialiftifcben  ^artei  unb  bic 
<£eilnabme  an  ber  nationalen  ©eroegung  in  alien 
ibterc  ^ortnen  ift  tn  bcc  eoangelifcben  Stircbe 
Imtncr  freigeg eben  ©orben. 

©benfomenig  bebaef  •  cs  cines  befonberen  93e* 
Icnntniffcs  ber  eoangelifcben  flircbe  3U  ben  grofjen 
nationalen  Sielcn,  bic  jefct  oor  bem  beutfeben 
Solle  ©ieber  aufgericbtet  ©orben  ftnb.  3u  biefen 
Stolen  bat  ftdb  bie  eoangelifebe  tfircbe  immer  mit 
Haren  unb  beftimmten  SBorten  befannt  —  in  ber 
SBorlriegsgeit  ©ie  in  ben  buntlen  Sagen  ber  9ie- 
oolution  unb  untec  ber  ffietrfebaft  ber  3Beimarec 

Vebe1*  ©  »  n  ff  •  T  f  it  n  <»  h  >  r 

SHrcben  unb  ber  it  t  r  eg  e  n  i  e  i  r  u  n  g  e  n 
gum  nationalen  ©taat  lann  ein 
8  ©  e  i  f  e  I  ni<bt  befteben. 
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'The  genius  of  Dr.  Goehbels' 


May  1st  1933  will  live  for  a  long  time  in  the  memory  of  the  German  people. 

This  is  not  simply  because  the  festival  on  the  Tempelhof  field  in  Berlin  was 
the  greatest  popular  festival  that  has  ever  been  seen  in  Germany.  Such  a 
festival  in  which  one  and  a  half  million  people  participated,  is  only  possible 
when  three  factors  come  together.  First  the  organisational  genius  of  a  man 
such  as  Dr.  Goebbels;  secondly  the  work  of  all  public  organisations  ranging 
from  the  police,  to  the  radio,  to  the  banks  and  the  transport  organisations ;  and 
thirdly  a  popular  enthusiasm  which  submerges  all  possibilities  of  friction  in  the 
joyful  inner  participation  of  millions.  All  these  factors  were  present  on  May  1st. 

And  at  one  blow  the  contact  with  Church  life  was  there.  On  the  evening 
of  April  30th  and  early  on  May  1st  religious  services  were  held  in  the  whole 
of  Germany.  Now  it  was  possible  to  preach  freely  and  forcefully  the  words 
of  the  Gospel  that  everyone  is  obliged  to  use  his  hands  and  to  create  something 
good  through  his  work-not  in  the  first  place  for  himself  but  for  his  brothers! 

It  was  an  enormous  change.  And  this  change  is  due  above  all  to  Chancellor 
Adolf  Hitler.  He  is  a  man  of  the  people.  He  knows  what  manual  labour  is 
and  knows  too  what  manual  labour  owes  to  mental  labour.  When  he  speaks 
of  bringing  the  professions  and  the  estates  together  in  one  united  popular  com¬ 
munity  then  this  has  the  strength  of  conviction  for  millions  of  people.  The  work 
of  a  lifetime  stands  behind  this.  We  have  a  people’s  chancellor!  This  has  never 
been  so  clear  as  on  this  Day  of  National  Work. 

Berliner  Evangelisches  Sonntagsblatt,  May  14th  1953 
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Scr  1.  'Hldi  1933  toirb  in  ber  Grinnerung  bes  beutfdjcn 
Monies  nod)  lange  fortlcben. 

->iid)t  nur,  uu’il  bic  fteier  auf  bem  Xempelijofer  gelb 
in  Beilin  bas  grbftte  '.Bolltsfeft  geroefen  ift,  bas  jemals  in 
Seutfdilanb  ftattgefuubeu  Ijat.  Gin  foldjes  3el*t»  on  bent 
nnbcftluilb  'l>tillioiten  9Jleitfd)eit  teilneijmen,  ift  nur  mog* 
lid),  uh'iui  breierlei  3ufammcuUommt:  3iinad)ft  bas  geniale 
Crganiiationstnlent  cincs  Cannes,  roie  es  Sr.  ©oebbels 
ift.  3obanit  bci'Ginfal)  oiler  bffentlidjen  Organifationen, 
non  ber  cdiutnmli^ei  an-  bis  311m  Stunbfunh,  311  ben  ftabti* 
f dien  Sparltaffen  unb  311  ben  23erliel)rsgefellfd)aften. ,  Unb 
eiiblid)  cine  '-tUiIIisjtiituming,  bie  in  ber  freubigen  inneren 
VI n tcilimljmc  non  lUtillioiten  alle  Steibungsmoglicfyheiten 
imtcigeben  Iiifof.  Sas  roar  am  1.  2TCai  beieinanber. 


hfmSitT  mil  cin«,m  s^Io9c  ber  ftontaftt  mit 

in  hi  s2cbicnci,°*.  *m  ^bcnb  bes  30*  ^PciI  unt> 

£  grufje  1.  ®lat  tmtrben  in  aam  $>eutfdilanb 
©ottesbienfte  geljalten.  3efct  ftonnte  f?ei  unb  ftraftooU 
bie  Jlafjnung  bes  Goangeliums  geprebiqt  merben  baft 
jcber  oerpfUdjtet  fei,  fcinc  ^dnbeju  reg?„  unb  mit 
[finer  Slrbeit  etroos  ©utes  3U  fdjaffen  _  nidit  tuiff  fi  r 
(id)  felbft,  fonbern  file  bic  Sruber!  m  3  ’  fuC 

„  mat.f  cln  "ngeljeuret  Umfdpoung.  Unb  biefer 
Umfd)  truing  ift  in  erfter  2inie  bem  &an3ler  Slbolf  ftitlcr 
3U  banhen.  Gr ift  eirt  Sftann  aus  bem  33oIh.  Gr  roeifi 
roas  ^anbarbett  ift,  unb  roeijj  bod)  3ugleid),  roas  bie 
£>anbarbett  ber  Strbeit  bes  ©eiftes  fd)ulbet.  SBenn  er 
oon  her  53erbinbung  ber  53erufe  unb  ber  Gtdnbe  311 
einer  emtjeitlidjen  SSolhsgemeinfdjaft  fprid)t,  bann  libi 
bQ! VL1C  nhe^eugenbe  £raft  auf  SlWIionen  aus.  Senr 
es  ftetjt  bte  Arbeit  eines  fiebens  bafjinter.  2Bit  babeti 
etnen  Solbs&onjler!  Sas  ift  niemals  fo  bcutli*  ge 
morben  roie  on  biefem  Sag  ber  notionolcn  Slrbeit. 
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“ The  name  Adolf  Hitler 


Now  the  great  change  has  come.  March  21st  here  in  Potsdam  was  the  begin¬ 
ning.  With  that  the  formation  of  the  new  state  took  a  further  step  forward  . . . 

Everything  which  has  been  accomplished  can  be  summarised  in  the  name 
Adolf  Hitler.  I  cannot  express  better  what  we  all  feel  when  we  hear  this  name 
than  with  the  sentence  which  Colonel  General  von  Einem  telegraphed  to 
the  Reich  Chancellor  after  his  great  foreign  policy  speech: 

“Germany  has  a  Chancellor  again”  . . . 

Something  new  has  been  born.  We  feel  that  in  our  lives,  down  to  life  in  the 
congregations. 

The  Evangelical  Church  has  a  different  attitude  to  this  state  than  it  had  to 
the  Weimar  state.  This  is  not  a  November  9th,  which  from  the  very  beginning 
separated  church  and  state. . .  An  appeal  has  gone  out  to  the  church  to  work 
with  its  strength  for  the  forming  of  a  new  Germany.  A  holding  aloof  of  the 
church  from  the  state,  such  as  we  experienced  in  the  previous  fifteen  years,  is 
no  longer  the  right  thing  today.  The  opportunity  has  been  created  for  a  close 
organic  relationship  between  the  state  and  the  church  . . . 

The  new  rhythm  of  life  and  work  which  pulses  through  the  new  state  will 
be  gladly  and  thankfully  taken  up  by  the  Evangelical  Church.  The  state  of 
today  is  born  out  of  struggle.  I  call  upon  all  of  you  to  witness  that  here  at 
our  Church  Conferences  we  have  always  proclaimed  the  slogan:  The  church 
must  fight!  If  the  rhythm  of  struggle  should  be  transferred  from  state  life  into 
our  church,  then  this  can  mean  a  new  future  for  our  Evangelical  Church. 
We  would  be  the  first  to  welcome  such  a  new  orientation  in  church  work. 

Dibelius:  Report  to  the  Kurmarkischer  Kirchentag,  held  on  May  28th 
and  29th  J933  in  Potsdam 


During  the  course  of  1933 ,  Dibelius  came  into  conflict  with  certain  Nazi 
circles  on  questions  of  church  policy.  Dibelius  continued  to  write  articles  stress¬ 
ing  his  full  support  for  Nazi  policy  at  home  and  abroad;  at  the  same  time  he 
had  conflicts  with  ruling  circles  on  the  best  way  in  which  the  Evangelical 
Church  could  be  used  to  further  nationalist  aims.  Together  with  all  other 
General  Superintendents  of  the  Evangelical  Church,  Dibelius  was  put  on  the 
retired  list  during  1 933,  and  the  post  of  General  Superintendent  was  abolished. 

Articles  written  after  his  suspension  show  that  he  continued  to  give  support 
to  Nazi  policies  except  on  certain  internal  church  matters. 

The  National  Socialist  movement  draws  its  strength  in  part  from  its  deter¬ 
mination  not  to  call  a  halt  at  the  frontiers  of  the  Reich  but  to  stamp  upon  our 
hearts  a  new  conception  of  the  Reich.  Everything  which  is  German  in  the  world 
should  be  brought  together  in  one  living  people’s  community. 
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This  means  the  communities  in  the  annexed  territories,  the  communities  in 
South  America  and  in  South  Eastern  Europe,  the  German  communities  in 
Russia,  which  live  in  the  catacombs  and  hold  on  waiting  for  the  day  of  libe¬ 
ration. 

The  Evangelical  Church  inside  the  Reich  frontiers  must  become  the  core  of 
an  Evangelical  all-embracing  Church  of  Germanic  nature,  spanning  the  whole 
world. 

Such  a  Church  must  make  long  term  plans  for  the  future.  The  greatest  of 
all  Church  tasks  which  the  future  will  bring  will  be  the  task  in  the  Russian 
areas.  The  Russian  territory  is  still  cut  off  from  the  world.  As  yet  no  Church  of 
the  world  can  do  planned  work  in  Russia.  This  will  not  remain  so,  however. 
The  hour  will  come  when  the  frontiers  will  open  and  the  Russian  Christians 
will  emerge  into  daylight  from  their  catacombs. 

When  the  German  all-embracing  Church  has  been  newly  established,  one 
of  its  most  important  tasks  will  be  to  look  to  the  East  and  to  prepare  Ger¬ 
man  Protestantism  for  the  tasks  awaiting  it  there. 

Der  Tag,  Sonntagsspiegel,  June  iitb  1933 
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Otto  Dibelius  and  “Germandom  Abroad ’ 


Between  1919  and  1933  Otto  Dibelius  was  very  active  in  the  work  for 
“Germandom  Abroad”.  In  this  work  amongst  German  minorities,  particularly 
in  eastern  Europe,  Dibelius  worked  closely  together  with  the  VDA  (herein 
fur  das  Deutschtum  im  Ausland “  -  Association  for  Germandom  Abroad ). 
Details  of  his  cooperation  are  given  on  the  following  page. 

The  United  States  White  Book  “National  Socialism” ,  published  by  the  State 
Department  in  Washington  in  1943  (Publication  1864)  had  this  to  say  about 
the  VDA: 

“The  VDA  was  particularly  active  in  German  public  schools,  spreading 
its  propaganda  among  the  children  and  arranging  exchanges  of  correspondence 
between  school  children  at  home  and  those  in  foreign  countries . . .  The  VDA 
functioned  as  a  sort  of  liaison  between  the  German  school  system  and  German 
schools  in  foreign  countries,  sending  Nazi  schoolbooks  and  maintaining  special 
agents  to  supervise  German-language  schools  abroad . . . 

“The  VDA  also  engaged  actively  in  pan-German  propagandistic  work  both 
within  Germany  and  abroad  . . . 

“It  cannot  be  too  often  repeated  that  all  German  institutions  and  associa¬ 
tions  propagating  Germanism  abroad  worked  together  after  the  advent  of 
the  Nazis,  and  under  Nazi  guidance 

( page  nz  et  seq.) 

On  August  2 8th  1933,  Otto  Dibelius  sent  a  letter  to  the  Prussian  Minister 
of  State  for  Science,  Art  and  Education,  stating  in  part: 

“On  June  22nd  this  year  I  visited  Ministerial  Director  Trenddenburg  to 
ask  him  to  arrange  a  meeting  between  you  and  the  church  leaders  of  the 
detached  territories  (areas  with  German  minorities  which  became  parts  of 
Poland  after  World  War  One,  trans.)  . . . 

“The  serious  concern  which  led  me  to  take  this  step  has  proved  to  have  been 
all  too  well  founded.  The  cancellation  of  the  Memel  Concordat  is  only  the 
first  step.  Undoubtedly  other  steps  will  follow.  I  have  serious  fears  that  we 
shall  lose  the  German  Evangelical  congregations  in  Memel  and  Poland,  and 
also  the  organic  connection  with  other  congregations  beyond  the  frontiers. 

“What  is  at  stake  here  is  not  only  church  achievements,  which  have  been 
built  in  endless  difficult  work  and  which  deserve  all  our  love.  This  is  a  danger 
for  Germandom  in  the  world,  and  a  further  prejudicing  of  our  foreign  poli¬ 
tical  situation  . . . 

“For  more  than  a  decade  I  have  on  the  instructions  and  with  the 
permission  of  the  Evangelical  Senior  Church  Council,  done  that  work  for  the 
detached  territories  which  could  not  be  done  officially  ...  I  know  that  you. 
Sir,  are  particularly  concerned  about  the  fate  of  Germandom  abroad,  and  I 
would  therefore  be  particularly  grateful  if  you  would  allow  me  to  have  a  word 
with  you  on  the  subject  on  the  basis  of  my  many  years  of  experience  in  this 
field 

I  am,  etc, 

Otto  Dibelius.” 
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&&  22,  dunl  d,d*  war  ich  in  der  Mi  b  tags  at  unde-  Mi 
Berm  Kinisterialdirektor  f  rendficmburg,  tab'  ihn  su  bitten,- 
elite  Jtuaapraehe  awischen  Timm  und  zwiachen  den  ki  rob  lichen' 
fdhrera  der  ahgetretenen  Gebiete  herbelzuf&kren,  &&  Baebsaitl 
desse&ben  ?ages  erhielt  Herr  Trend&enhurg  seine  Bntlasaung*; 
Me  d&nn  folgenden  Ereignisse  machten  ea  trnmdgl  icb,  den  M 
Gedanken  wiener  aufzunefcraen.  1  i 

Die  scbwere  Gorge,  die  mleh  dacaala  zu  meiner  Biti 
trieb*  bat  sieh.  ala  nur  allcu  begr&n&et  srwieeen,  Die  E$adi« 
gung  des  Memel'-Konkor&ats  1st  der  erate  3chritt,  Bass  Veits; 
*£  bigen  werden,  stebt  auasar  Zaeifel.  Ich -habe  die  ernste  If 

f&rchtung,  d&ss  wir  nieht  nur  die  deutsehen  evangeliacben  §f 

t  t  \  N  ^  ^ 

jaeinden  in  Meeael  und  Bolen,  *e  end  era  auch  den  organiachen 

'  aaia&enh&hg  mit  anderea  JMalahdagea&einden  verlieren  *erde&, j 
Waa  da  iaif  d«m  Spiele  staht,  ist  nlcht  nur  alu«  ,1 
rf  kirefcllcfce  Mrmngenaehaft,  die  in  unendllch  mtihseliger  Arts! 
erreiefet  harden  let  und  der  unsere  ganze  Liebe  gehdrt  bat,  1 
’la  bandblt  ViCh  tSgfc  ’edne  <J*faihir  f$r  daa  Beutachtua  in  der  *#jj 
ond  u»  elne.weitare  Beeintrlcbtlgung  unserer  ausaenpoliti.^ 


»-'  <<v 


v  s  Hater  dleaen  TSssttnden  fSfclft  icb  ml-ch  rerpfl: 

1 

a|l  den  ferabch  zu  macho  n,  salt  thnen,  aehr  vereb^ 
itsaiaiater,  in  etne  persbnllche  Mspbecbung  libel 
kommen^'  das?,  Biellelcht  elne  Beaprsebtmg 
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dei*  ifcget Wan  <*  eh  lets  folgen  kdmite.  Xeh  'hta'mir  lessen  veil 
i.  bemtsaV  dase  das  offislelle  HandeXn  be  lx*  Evangel ischen  Oberkitw 

cbenrat  Xisgen  muss.  A bar  die  Oefahr,  die  uns  drobt,  karrn  metnea 
E yacht ana  nieht  lurch  fomelXe  und  offiaielld  Verhandlnngen  ge-  . 
batint  warden.  Sie  verlangt  eine  Beh&ndXong  auf  "breiter  Basis* 
fch  babe-  mebr  ala  ein  Jahrfcebnt  hindvarcb  In  engeoL  BiavemaJmeti 
und  in  beaonderem  Auftrage  des  Evangel  isehen  Chert:  irchenr&ts  fui 
die  abgetretenen  Cebiete.  die^enige  Arbeit  get  an,  die  von  official* 
len  $telle»  nicht  getan  warden  kosunte*  1m .  Zusatmehhang  mit  dieeer 
{  Steiner  Arbeit  babe  Job  d&&&Xs  meine  Bitte  auagesprochen.  In  die*.  ^ 
9m  Zmasw9x$mxi&  erneuerfe  icb  ale  heote.  Hit  Merm  hmd ebb  i sehofC 
MiiXler  gl&mbe  ich  vdllig  einig  zu  sain*  Ich  h&ba  itm  von  dleaam 
*  •  me inertt Brief  verstSn&igt*  Hlder  ward*  ich  ihn  in  dieaen  f&gen 

wuhX  nicht  persdnXich  erreichen  kdrmen^  da  er  dauernd  unterwege  . 

P'f :  ,:  ~ 

"y,  Wielleieht  1st  ea  niefct  ilberfliiesig*  su  erwShnen,  d&ss 

|.:.  .  ich  in-der  let?, tea  Wec.be  eine  Ausscraehe  cait  Herrn  Ob erp resident 

;  ;  |abe  gebabt  babe/^die  zv  einer  %$X%$n  erl iehen  VeratHn&i*. 

I  ;  gang  ewiacben  ana  balden  gafShri  hat*  .  fob  weiss,  dass  Iknen, 

,  ,  a#br  wewebrtwp.-Harr  Staatsminiater,  da*  Sehic&eaX  4e©  Aualwada^’^  ' 

?  <,  ;  t  ;  <:,|;deutacbtuis8  ^wwden  jm.  Hsrcen  liagt.  %w)mlh.  #8ra  ich  Umen 

.>  .  «*»*««  Hers en  d&rkha^  wexm  Sie  mdr  Oalegexahelt  geben  whrden, 

.  |h»en  sue  mainar  lang^ibrlgen  V&vtmuth9tt®lt  der  Sachs  herstus 
.ein  Wort  >..•*«*,,  || 

j.  .  Xcb  bin  mit  mxfrXch^m  %pfehlehg  ‘  4 

^.ir  pur  «*&  eraebenater  ;\. 

:  ;  j  ^  Jff  ;  ;  f 

*  ■  /&^vT  i3  i  -  ■  '•><'  v  » 
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The  German  people  slowly  began  to  understand  that  everyone  who  is  of 
German  blood  and  who  speaks  German  forms  part  of  a  great  German  people’s 
community.  It  began  to  be  understood  that  the  life  and  the  future  of  a  nation 
do  not  depend  upon  the  state  frontiers  drawn  by  changing  political  develop¬ 
ments  but  upon  the  will  to  maintain  one’s  own  folkdom  whatever  one’s  poli¬ 
tical  faith  may  be.  Something  which  other  nations  have  known  for  a  long  time 
became  known  to  the  German  people.  It  was  late,  very  late,  but  perhaps  not 
yet  too  late  in  order  to  maintain  Germandom  outside  in  the  world,  “Volks- 
deutschtum”  as  we  say  to-day,  in  living  community  with  the  Germandom  in 
the  Reich  and  to  protect  it  against  the  great  pressure  of  other  races  and  nations. 

The  Evangelical  Church  has  always  cooperated  with  all  its  strength  in  this 
great  task.  It  has  done  service  of  decisive  importance.  It  is  an  old  experience, 
always  again  confirmed,  that  Germandom  in  the  outside  world  maintains 
itself  as  long  as  it  remains  in  the  Church.  If  the  connection  with  Church  life 
comes  to  an  end,  if  the  German  hymns  are  no  longer  sung,  if  Martin  Luther’s 
Bible  is  no  longer  read,  then  the  children,  or  at  the  latest  the  grand  children 
are  lost  to  Germandom.  They  are  submerged  in  the  flood  of  the  other  race 
in  whose  midst  they  live.  What  the  Gusav-Adolf  Association  does  for  the 
Church  life  of  the  German  Evangelical  communities  abroad  is  work  for  Ger¬ 
mandom,  uniquely  important  work!  What  the  Evangelical  Church  itself  does 
through  its  pastors  abroad  is  work  for  Germandom!  And  everything  which 
the  VDA  does-since  the  meeting  in  Passau  it  no  longer  calls  itself  “Verein 
fur  das  Deutschtum  im  Ausland”  (Association  for  Germandom  Abroad),  but 
“Volksbund  fur  das  Auslandsdeutschtum”  (People’s  League  for  Overseas  Ger- 
mandom)-becomes  really  fruitful  only  through  its  combination  with  this  work 
done  by  the  Evangelical  Church  and  its  great  associations. 

Our  wishes  for  the  Volksbund  are  that  it  should  continue  courageously 
with  its  work,  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  the  Evangelical  Church.  One  of  the 
measures  of  the  former  government  which  was  hard  to  understand  was  that 
it  created  from  year  to  year  more  difficulties  for  the  propaganda  of  the  Volks¬ 
bund  in  the  German  schools.  This  obstacle  has  now  been  removed.  To-day 
work  and  propaganda  for  Germandom  abroad  is  done  in  almost  all  German 
schools.  May  God  grant  that  the  new  generation  now  growing  up  will  always 
feel  a  deeper  responsibility  for  the  Germans  who  stand  in  difficult  pioneer 
posts  in  the  outside  world,  and  that  looking  at  Germandom  abroad  this  gene¬ 
ration  will  learn:  Germanic  nature  and  Christian  faith  are  inextricably  bound 
up  with  each  other! 

Dr.  O.  Dibelius 


Dr.  O.  Dibelius  Berliner  Evangelisches  Scnntagsblatt,  June  18th  iqw 


X'c*  bcutfdie  93oIh  fing  a  II  mat)  I  id)  an  ju  brgreifen,  baft 
olltfo.  rooft  beutfdien  tBlufeo  iff  unb  bit  beuifdK  SprodK 
fprid)t.  fine  grofee  beutfdje  Sfolbagemeinfdjaft  btlbft. 
Wqn  fing  an  3U  bepreifen,  bafr  ntdjt  bie  0tadt*gren£en# 
bie  oon  ben  nurdrfelnben  polflifdien  0d)idifaIen  gt^egtn 
roerben,  fiic  Ceben  unb  3uhunft  finer  Hatton  ent* 
fdjcibenb  finb,  fonbern  ber  ©ille,  ba$  eigene  Stolbsfum 
ju  be^ouplen,  roic  cud)  ba«  politifdie  3djidt(al  fid)  ge* 
ftaltet.  9Uns  anbere  Wationcn  f c it  langcm  roiffen,  brs 
feftlc  fid)  mm  aud)  im  bcutfd)cn  fUolhc  burd).  3pat,  fefir 
jpdt  —  aber  bod)  oielleidU  nod)  nid)t  311  fpdt,  um  bas 
Xeutfdjfum  brmifjcn  in  ber  Welt,  bas  „9tolhsbeutfd)tum’\ 
ioic  roir  bcutc  fapen,  in  lebenbiger  ©emeinfdiaft  mit 
bem  Xeutfd)tum  im  JReid)  3U  erbaltcn  unb  es  gcgen  ben 
fdnocrcn  Xrudi  bcr  nnberen  fHaffcn  unb  'Jlationcn  3U 
fdmften. 

Xie  eoangelifd)*  tfircbe  fyat  an  biefer  graven  Kufgabe 
immer  nad)  ftrdften  mitgeroirbt.  3a>  l,e  but  babci  emeu 
X'icnft  oon  entfcbeibenbcr  93ebeutung  pclciftet.  (£s  1ft  erne 
cite,  1  miner  aufs  neue  beftatipte  (£rfat)runp,  baft  bas 
Xeut|d)tum  brauften  in  ber  Welt  fid)  folanpc  tjalt,  ale  es 
hircftlicf)  bleibt.  $>ort  bie  fOerbinbung  mit  bem  hirchlicfjen 
Ccben  auf,  roerben  bie  bcutfdjen  Gftorale  nid)t  met)r  pe» 
fungen,  roiib  Martin  Cutfters  93ibel  nid)t  mchr  pelcfen, 
bann  peften  bie  Winter,  fpateftens  bie  Gnhelhinber,  bem 
Xeutfd)tum  oerloren.  3ie  taueben  unier  in  bie  3ll,t  ber 
auberen  fRaffe,  in  beren  Witte  fie  lebeu.  Was  ber  ©uiiao 
2Ibolf=93ecein  fur  bas  hircblidje  Ceben  ber  bcutfd)en  cuan« 
pelifcftcn  ©emcinbeu  brauften  leiftet,  ift  9!rbeit  amXeutfd)* 
turn,  ein.Vigartig  roid)tigc  Arbeit!  Was  bie  enangelifcfte 
.$ird)e  felbft  bind)  ibre  '^fairer  brauften  febafft,  ift  Arbeit 
nin  Xeutfcfttum!  Unb  alley,  roa*  bcr  9*.  b.  91.  —  er  nennt 
fid)  jcit  bcr  fftaffauer  Xagung  n;d)t  mebr  'ilerein.  fonbern 
„93olhsbunb  fur  bas  91uslanbsbeutfd)tum‘*  —  leiftet,  in;rb 
roaftibaft  fruebtbar  erft  burd)  feine  93erbinbung  mit  biefer 
9Irbeit  ber  etxmgelifd)en  5tird)e  unb  ifjrcr  graven  95er* 
banbe. 

roiinfeben  bem  93oIftsbunb,  baft  er  biefe  feine  9Ir» 
beit  inciter  topfer  luc  —  3djulter  an  3d)ulter  mit  ber 
enanpelifcben  ^ircfjc!  Gs  roar  eine  ber  oielen  Unbegreif* 
Iidjltciten  ber  friif>ereii  fRegierung,  baft  fie  ber  Wcrbung 
be?  Wolhsbnnbes  an  ben  fcmtfcften  Sdjulen  oon  3aftr  3U 
3ui)r  mebr  Geftroierigheiteft  mad)te.  3eftt  ift  bies  §cmm» 
nis  gcfallen.  Qeftt  roirb  faft  an  alien  beutfeben  3d)ulcn 
fur  bas  Xeutfcbtum  im  9Iu?Ianb  gearbeitet  unb  geroorben 
©ott  gebe,  ba&  bas  neue  ©cfd)Ied)t,  bas  jefet  beranrodd)|t* 
bie  9terpflid)tung  gegenuber  ben  Deutfdjen,  bie  braufeen 
in  ber  9Mt  auf  fdjroerem  93orpoften  fteben,  immer  tiefer 
empfinben.  unb  bafe  es  im  Slid)  auf  bies  Xeutfcbtum 
braufjen  Ierne:  Xeutfd^e  «rt  unb  c^riftlic^er  ©loube  at. 
boren  unaufUfsIid)  3ueinonber! 


Xr.  O.  X  i  b  c  I  i  u  s. 


Finally  however  the  German  government  found  it  necessary  to  answer  with 
militant  measures  the  repeated  unfriendly  acts  of  the  Austrian  government.  It 
was  decreed  that  a  special  passport  fee  of  one  thousand  marks  should  be  im¬ 
posed  for  journeys  to  Austria  if  they  were  not  absolutely  necessary  for  business 
or  official  reasons.  At  one  blow  tourist  traffic  with  Austria  came  to  a  halt. 
The  hotels  in  Salzburg  and  Tirol,  which  otherwise  have  a  large  number  of 
German  guests  at  Whitsun,  stood  empty.  The  conference  in  Klagenfurt  was 
made  impossible. 

It  is  very  bitter  that  this  conflict  had  to  come  about.  Responsibility  lies  with 
the  government  in  Vienna.  It  is  after  all  a  subjectively  impossible  undertaking 
to  wish  to  divide  two  peoples  for  the  sake  of  French  gold,  two  peoples  which 
belong  together  in  the  eyes  of  God  and  in  law.  Since  it  is  subjectively  impos¬ 
sible  it  is  also  objectively  impossible.  The  frantic  attempts  to  hold  down  Natio¬ 
nal  Socialism  in  Austria  may  possibly  be  successful  for  a  short  period.  But  the 
movement  is  much  too  strong  to  allow  itself  to  be  held  down  over  a  long 
period.  Just  as  the  National  Socialists  have  won  in  Danzig  they  will  also  win 
in  Austria.  Through  their  victory  we  shall  bring  together  what  belongs  together. 
The  desire  of  the  German  people  for  unity  will  be  stronger  than  the  gold 
with  which  the  Bank  of  France  makes  policy! 


Berliner  Evangelisches  Sonntagsblatt,  June  18th  19 33 


Gdjliefclid)  ober  fal)  fid)  5ic  beutfcbc  SRcgicrung 
genbtigt,  bie  bauernbcn  Unfreunblidtheiten  ber  offer* 
reid)ifd)en  JRegierung  mit  ciner  kampfmafjnabme  flu  be* 
ontroorten.  (£9  rourbc  angcorbnct,  baft  SHeifen  nad) 
Cfterreid),  roenn  fie  nid)t  gejchaftlid)  ober  bienftlid)  un* 
bcbinflt  notig  feien.  mit  enter  'JJafegebubr  oon  1000  SHarU 
311  belegen  feien.  Tamit  borte  ber  ^retnbenoerhebr  nndi 
bfterreid)  mil  einem  3d)lage  auf.  Tie  £>otele  in  60(3* 
burg  unb  Tirol,  bie  fonft  311  ^fingften  eine  grofee  3nW 
oon  beutfdjen  ©often  fetjen,  ftanben  feer.  Siuch  bie 
Taguitg  in  klagenfurt  mar  bamit  unmdglid)  gcroorben. 

Ge  ift  bitter  fcf)mer3lid),  ba&  ee  3U  biefem  konfliht 
bat  homincn  miiffcn.  Tie  6d)ulb  Iiegt  bei  ber  JRegierung 
in  SBien.  Ge  ift  nun  einmal  ein  innerlid)  unmbglichee 
Unterfangen,  urn  bee  fran3bfifd)en  ©olbee  roillen  3roei 
33olher  trennen  3U  rooflcn,  bie  con  ©ottee  unb  <Red)te 
rocgen  3ufatnmengebbrcn.  'JBeil  ee  innerlid)  unmbglid) 
ift,  barutn  ift  ee  aud)  aufeerlid)  unmbglid).  Tie  ^.rampf* 
tjafte  flnftrengung,  ben  'Jtntionalfo3ialiemue  in  Offer* 
reid)  nieber3ut)alten,  hann  oielleid)t  fur  hur3C  3cit  Gr* 
folg  tjaben.  9lber  bie  'Beroegung  ift  oiel  3U  ftarh,  ale 
bob  fie  fid)  auf  bie  Taucr  nieberbalten  Iiefee.  S9ie  bie 
9iationalfo3ialiften  foeben  in  Tan3ig  gefiegt  Ijaben,  roer* 
ben  He  aud)  in  £fterreid)  fiegen.  Unb  fie  roerben  burd) 
i^ren  Sieg  roieber  3ufammenfd)lief)en,  roae  3ufammen* 
gel)brt.  Ter  SJilie  bee  beu!fd)cn  SoIEiee  3utn  3ufammcn= 
fdjlufe  toirb  ftarker  fein  ale  bae  ©alb,  mit  bem  bie  Sank 
oon  ^ranbreid)  $olitih  tnad)l? 


‘One  People  —  One  Reich  —  One  Fuehrer!’ 


The  German  wants  his  place  in  the  sun.  In  each  period  of  humiliation,  in 
which  German  history  is  richer  than  the  history  of  most  other  nations,  the 
German  is  sometimes  pushed  back  to  the  modest  wish  to  exist  somewhere  in 
a  corner  and  to  pursue  his  thoughts.  But  German  vitality  always  comes  to  the 
top.  The  German  has  not  the  capacity  for  suffering  shown  by  the  Russians. 
He  wants  to  have  his  share  of  the  goods  of  this  world.  He  wants  to  be  strong 
and  free.  If  he  is  not  granted  this  wish  then  he  wants  to  fight  for  it  with  a 
sword  in  his  hand. 


Unity! 

The  German  people  of  to-day  are  imbued  with  a  strong  will  for  unity. 

The  eternal  longing  of  the  Germans  has  begun  to  be  fulfilled.  This  fulfil¬ 
ment  should  become  strengthened  and  completed:  the  German  people  should 
be  united  in  all  great  questions  of  their  life!  United  in  the  will  to  make  them¬ 
selves  felt  and  to  begin  strongly  a  new  chapter  of  history!  One  people,  one 
Reich,  one  Fuehrer! 

O.  Dibelius,  “Die  Kraft  der  Deutschen  in  Gegensatzen  zu  leben” ,  Ber¬ 
lin  SW  68,  iq}6,  page  5 4  (The  ability  of  the  Germans  to  live  in  con¬ 
tradictions) 


1  Der  Deutfd)e  min  feinen  pinfe  on  bet  Sonne.  Jn  jenen 
Perioben  ber  Demiitigung,  an  benen  bie  beutfdfe  (Befdjidjte 
reidjer  i|t  als  bie  defdjidjte  ber  meilten  anbetn  D5l&er, 
hann  er  roof)!  einma!  3uriidtgebrdngt  roerben  auf  ben  be- 
fdjeibenen  IDunfcf),  irgenbroo  im  IDin&el  ejiftieren  unb  feinen 
(Bebanften  na<f)f)dngen  311  biirfen.  fiber  bie  beutfdje  Ditaiitdt 
fdjlagi  bod)  immer  roieber  burd).  Per  Deutfdje  ^at  ni^t  bie 
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Celbensfaf)t0&elt  bes  Rullen.  dr  roil!  feinen  flnteil  an  ben 
(Bittern  btefer  dtbe.  dr  roil!  jtarb  fein  unb  frei.  IDenn 
man  i!)m  bas  nid)t  gonnt,  bann  roin  er  es  fid)  er&ampfen 
mil  bem  Sdjroert  in  ber  f)anb 
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timtyett! 

Durd?  bas  beutftbe  Dolb  non  beute  gebt  ber  jtarbe 
EDitte  3ur  (Einbeit. 

(Eroige  Sebnfudjt  ber  Deutf<ben  f?at  angefangen,  <Er- 
fiiaung  3U  roerben.  Die  (ErfiiQung  foil  {id?  feftigen  unb 
ooHenben:  bas  beutfdje  Dolb  einig  in  alien  gro&en  Jragen 
{eines  Cebens!  CEinig  in  bem  EDillen,  {id?  felbjt  3U  be- 
baupten  unb  einen  neuen  flbfdjnitt  ber  CBefibidjte  braftooll 
3U  beginnen!  (E in  Dolb,  ein  Reid?,  ein  Siibrer! 

Germany! 

Germany  is  living  in  a  period  of  great  national  desires.  The  frightful  years 
after  the  world  war  with  their  humiliations  and  disappointments,  and  the 
Bolshevist  threat  to  Germany,  which  brought  it  to  the  brink  of  a  Bolshevist 
revolution  have  opened  the  eyes  of  the  German  people.  Now  a  strong  will  has 
united  the  nation  with  the  aim  of  saving  freedom  and  honour,  German  nature 
and  German  blood.  Everybody  feels  instinctively  that  this  great  aim  can  only 
be  implemented,  if  the  nation  unites  for  this  purpose  its  entire  internal  and 
external  force. 

O.  Dibelius  “Der  Galilaer  siegt  doch” ,  Berlin  1936  ( The  Galilean 
triumphs) 

Ikuifd^attd 

Deutfd?lanb  {tebt  im.3eid?en  eines  gro&en nationalen 
DJoIIens.  Die  furebtbaren  3ab«  nad?  bem  EDeltbrieg  mit 
ibren  Demutigungen  unb  (Enttaufdjungen,  bie  Bebrobung 
Deutfdjlanbs  burd?  ben  Bolfcberoismus,  bie  es  bis  an  ben 
Ranb  einer  bolfdjeuriftifdjen  Reoolution  gefiibrt  batte,  baben 
bem  beutfdjen  Dolb  bie  flugen  geoffnet.  Run  bat  ein  ftarber 
IDille  bie  Elation  3ufammengefa&t  3U  bem  3iel,  SFreibeit  unb 
<Ebre,  beutfd?e  Hit  unb  beutfdjes  Blut  3U  retten.  3eber 
fubit  inftinbtiu,  baft  bies  gro&e  3iel  nur  bann  ueruhrblidjt 
roerben  bann,  roenn  bie  Elation  ibre  gefamte  innere  unb 
aufeere  Kraft  barauf  uereinigt. 
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During  1937,  Otto  Dibelius  became  involved  in  a  theological  dispute  with 
Hanns  Kerri,  Reich  Minister  of  Church  Affairs.  Kerri  had  been  quoted  as 
stating  that  Jesus  Christ  was  not  the  son  of  God,  and  Dibelius  published  an 
open  letter  sharply  disputing  Kerri’s  opinion,  but  stating  inter  alia : 

“The  state  of  Adolf  Hitler  can  depend  on  the  readiness  of  Evangelical 
Christians  to  do  their  duty” 

Minister  Kerri  replied  by  requesting  legal  action  against  Dibelius  under  the 
“Heimtueckegesetz’ ,  or  “ Malice  Law”,  specially  passed  by  the  Nazis  to  deal 
with  political  opponents. 

The  case  was  heard  by  Special  Court  11  of  Berlin  Provincial  Court,  a  poli¬ 
tical  special  court  which  sentenced  hundreds  of  antifascists  to  death  or  long 
terms  of  imprisonment.  On  August  6th  1937  this  special  political  court  acquit¬ 
ted  Dibelius  and  costs  were  awarded  against  the  Government;  the  London 
“ Daily  Telegraph”  commented  next  day  that  the  acquittal  was  particularly 
remarkable  since  the  case  had  been  heard  in  a  special  political  court. 

The  verdict  of  this  Nazi  court  stated  in  part: 

“It  was  not  the  intention  of  the  accused  to  disgrace  the  Reich  Minister,  but 
to  express  the  opinion  that  he  respects  the  personal  opinion  of  the  Minister. 
The  open  letter  cannot  be  described  as  hostile  propaganda  and  does  not  show 
base  sentiments.  The  entire  contents  of  the  letter  shows  that  the  accused  did  not 
wish  to  have  a  subversive  effect,  or  produce  disunity.  It  cannot  be  described 
as  a  ‘hateful  pamphlet’  as  the  State  Attorney  named  it. 

“The  accused  is  therefore  not  guilty  of  an  offence  under  Paragraph  2  of  the 
Heimtueckegesetz,  and  is  therefore  acquitted.” 

After  World  War  Two  Otto  Dibelius  repeatedly  referred  to  this  court  case 
as  evidence  that  he  had  been  “ persecuted by  the  Nazis. 


a«n  f  e ia&msint mt m  m&elti  m m  AmmpTmM  \ 

\  bring® n  will*  $mm  mx  Annie frtja&mt&rm 

e Brief  mch  uimt  aln  mtrnrA&zh  ■  m.  tmawkstom*  mm  l 
fseugt  » left*  ****  idJrttilftr  ***  ,  1 

;  nttiht  wixk&n  ' 

\mlt  her^errafen  wolf*#*  Ale  win  Ale  ***** 

[  *jwalt  so  haft  &wn  Brief  futurity  let  nt  niofet  zu  : 

Cer  Angaiclagte  war  also  a»«h  Bioht  einee  Vergehena  asch  i  2 
'das  HeintUotogBsetaea  .Boimldig  n.4  dafcaar  - 
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Otto  Dibelius  helped  the  Nazis 

to  win  influence  inside  the  Evangelical  Church. 


Otto  Dibelius  greeted  Hitler’s  accession  to  power 
as  the  implementation  of  his  own  aims. 


Otto  Dibelius  helped  the  Nazis  to  take  power. 


Otto  Dibelius  gave  his  blessings  to  Hitler. 


‘I  kave  always  been  an  anti-Semite 


My  Dear  Brothers, 

. . .  We  all  have  not  only  understanding,  but  also  full  sympathy  for  the  final 
motives  which  have  given  rise  to  the  nationalist  movement.  Despite  the  ugly 
sound  which  has  often  attached  itself  to  the  word,  I  have  always  regarded 
myself  as  an  anti-Semite.  The  fact  cannot  be  concealed  that  the  Jews  have 
played  a  leading  part  in  all  the  symptoms  of  disintegration  in  modern  civili¬ 
sation  . . . 

May  God  bless  our  Easter  and  our  Easter  message. 

With  heartfelt  greetings,  yours  truly 
Dibelius 


2)cr  ©eneralfuperintenbent 
ber  £urmarh 


•BertrauUd)' 

\ofiA  4 


Qm  3-  >928 

Raffer.2Bi[|)eIm. Strafje  lu 
IJernruf:  Steglifc  2614 
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2Reine  lieben  Sriiber! 


®°"  kfr  «n.  01,,™  „„„ 

I)fr3licuem  <BrU£ 

3I)»  ergebenltet 

Sibelius 

^\X\\\\\\\\\vvn 


The  Jewish  element  is  continually  growing.  If  the  Eastern  frontier  was 
closed  then  the  Jewish  portion  of  the  people,  the  birth  rate  of  which  is  only 
one  third  of  the  German  birth  rate,  would  be  absorbed  by  the  German  por¬ 
tion  in  a  relatively  short  period.  But  this  frontier  has  never  been  closed.  To-day 
it  is  more  open  than  ever  before.  Without  hindrance  the  Jewish  elements 
stream  into  Germany  from  the  great  Jewish  districts  of  Poland  and  Galicia. 
One  only  has  to  glance  at  the  immigration  lists  of  the  Reich  capital  in  which 
the  new  arrivals  are  listed:  Sedlich  Fazil,  Isaak  Cymbabista,  Siegfried  Pressak- 
kewierz,  Ossias  Perlberg,  Jankel  Zellermayer,  Adolf  Nagoschinorer  etc.  Quite 
apart  from  the  fact  that  the  moral  quality  of  these  new  inhabitants  is  often  very 
doubtful-foreigners  scarcely  know  what  a  high  proportion  of  the  crimes 
committed  daily  in  Germany  must  be  laid  at  the  door  of  these  eastern  Jews- 
there  is  the  question  of  the  undesirable  admixture  of  blood,  which  makes  so 
difficult  for  the  German  people  a  unified  feeling  and  unified  will. 


66 


O.  Dibelius,  “Zukunft  oder  Untergang”,  Berlin  1922  ( Future  or  Downfall) 
quoted  in  “Drei  Randbemerkungen  zu  einem  Kapitel  Rosenberg”  by 
Dr.  Dibelius,  Berlin  ig)7 


Communism 


Unhindered  the  poison  of  religious  and  moral  anarchy  flows  in  a  thousand 
channels  from  the  East  to  the  West. 

Now  the  political  leadership  is  there-a  leadership  with  world  political 
perspective.  To-day  the  strong  Jewish  element  has  led  the  movement  in  pre¬ 
meditated  and  hateful  channels.  Today  everything  is  propaganda  and  the 
planned  preparation  for  revolution. 

O.  Dibelius,  “N ach spiel” ,  Berlin  igz8  (Epilogue) 


22 


£)er  muni$mu5 


Unablaffig  ffromt  bag  ©ift  finer  rcligiofen  tinb  fittltcf>en 
Sttnatdjie  in  taufenb  $analen  Don  Sflen  nacf>  Sffieften. 


ifi  bie  politifcbe  ^ubntng  ba  —  cine  Jubntng  mit  n>cttpotttifcf)en 
^erfpeftioen.  3efct  ber  ftarfe  jiibifcbe  Sinfcblag  bie  55eroegung  ing 
23embnete,  in  bag  ©ebaffige  bineingeffofjen.  3d3*  if!  alleg  ^ropaganba 
unb  planmagige  3?orbereitung  beg  Umfhirjeg. 


/ 


Only  in  passing  we  should  like  to  express  satisfaction  that  the  National 
Socialist  directives  state  literally:  The  External  Mission  of  the  Evangelical 
Church,  has  on  the  basis  of  experience  told  the  German  people  for  a  long  time 
“Hold  your  race  pure!”  This  is  completely  right. 

“Der  Tag”,  October  qth  igj2 
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Otto  Dibelius  Defends  Nazi  Terror 


Immediately  after  Hitler  came  to  power  in  Germany  in  January  1933,  the 
Nazis  began  a  reign  of  terror  against  all  progressives,  and  in  particular  against 
all  persons  of  the  Jewish  faith  or  Jewish  parentage. 

Jewish  men,  women  and  children  were  beaten  in  the  streets,  Jewish  shops 
were  looted,  Jewish  houses  and  offices  were  invaded  and  wrecked,  the  surgeries 
of  Jewish  doctors  were  demolished.  Many  Jews  were  arrested  in  the  first  few 
weeks  of  the  Hitler  terror,  and  tortured  or  murdered  in  Storm  Troop  barracks, 
prisons  and  concentration  camps. 


Nazi  terror  in  action.  The  placard  which  Storm  Troopers  have  forced  this 
Jew  to  parade  through  the  streets  states:  “I  am  a  Jew,  but  I  will  not  complain 
about  the  Nazis.” 
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On  April  1st  1933  the  Nazis  staged  their  first  big  anti-Semitic  boycott. 
Storm  Troopers  were  stationed  in  front  of  all  Jewish  shops  and  businesses. 
The  placard  states :  -  Germans !  Protect  yourselves !  Don’t  buy  from  Jews” 


The  Nazis  announced  in  1 933 


German  folk  comrades! 

Those  guilty  of  this  lunatic  crime,  this  foul  hatred  and  boycott  propaganda, 
are  the  Jews  in  Germany.  They  have  called  upon  their  racial  comrades  abroad 
to  fight  against  the  German  people.  They  have  spread  lies  and  slanders  abroad. 
Therefore  the  Reich  leadership  of  the  German  freedom  movement  has  decided 
to  impose  a  boycott  from  Saturday,  April  1st  1933,  10  a.  m.  on  all  Jewish  shops, 
department  stores,  offices  etc.,  in  protection  against  this  criminal  propaganda. 
We  call  upon  you,  German  women  and  German  men  to  support  this  boycott. 
Do  not  buy  in  Jewish  shops  and  department  stores! 

Do  not  go  to  Jewish  lawyers! 

Avoid  Jewish  doctors! 

Show  the  Jews  that  they  shall  not  go  unpunished  if  they  attack  and 
sully  German  honour! 

Anyone  who  opposes  this  appeal  shows  that  he  stands  on  the  side  of 
the  enemies  of  Germany! 

( Placards  posted  throughout  Nazi  Germany  on  March  29th  19a) 


Dihelius  said  it  three  years  earlier 


This  is  where  we  must  act.  We  must  go  from  one  house  to  the  next  and  say: 
“A  decent  woman  buys  German  goods!”  Let  the  powdered  and  perfumed 
scum  which  fills  the  elegant  night  clubs  every  evening  do  what  it  likes-a 
decent  woman  buys  German  goods! 

Berliner  Evangelisches  Sonntagshlatt,  December  7th  19JO 


$>ier  mufc  bet  £ebei  onQefefet  rocrben.  ©It  mufTen 
cs  oon  einem  Jf>au9  3um  anberen  faflcn:  eivt«  atiRBufels* 
Srcnt  bottft  beutfefc  ©own!  3Raa  bet  ficfdjminhte  unb 
fiepuberte  $obel,  bet  allntidjtlid)  bie  elcQanten  S3aIlokale 
beoolhert,  tun,  mas  et  nid)t  laffen  hann  —  bie  anftanblae 
^rau  hauft  beutfdje  ©aren! 
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‘Jewish  role  m  dark  events 


Every  child  in  Germany  knows  the  number  of  Jewish  names  which  have 
become  prominent  in  politics  since  1918-from  Landsberg  and  Rosa  Luxem¬ 
burg  to  Heilmann  and  Hilferding.  We  know  even  better  the  names  Barmat, 
Kutisker,  Sklarek  and  all  the  others.  And  while  as  an  Evangelical  Christian 
one  feels  the  responsibility  to  wrong  nobody  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
Jewish  element  has  played  a  leading  role  in  all  the  dark  events  of  the  past 
fifteen  years.  It  does  not  mean  anything  that  there  have  also  been  German 
black  marketeers  and  Evangelical  revolutionary  leaders.  In  Germany  we  have 
one  per  cent  of  Jews.  For  one  Jew  there  are  always  ninetynine  other  people. 
There  is  no  need  to  prove  that  the  proportion  is  not  99  :  1  in  the  events  in 
public  life  of  which  we  speak.  The  last  fifteen  years  have  seen  a  great  streng¬ 
thening  in  the  influence  of  Jewry  in  Germany.  There  has  been  a  noticeable 
increase  in  the  number  of  Jewish  judges,  Jewish  politicians  and  Jewish  officials. 
The  feeling  of  a  people  which  wishes  to  do  away  with  the  results  of  the  revo¬ 
lution  are  opposed  to  this  development. 

Berliner  Evangelisches  Sonntagsblatt,  April  4th  1933 


'JCDC9 

ftinb  in  £eutfd)Ionb  hennt  bie  ftiille  ber  jiibtfdien 
Women,  bie  fcit  1918  in  ber  ^Politih  bcroorgetreten  finb 
-  uon  Conbsberfl  1111b  iKofa  SJutremburp  on  bis  311  £>eil« 
matin  unb  Jriilfferbing.  Unb  nodi  oiel  bcffer  hennen  tuit 
bie  Women  format,  tfutishcr,  Ghlorch  unb  roie  fie  alle 
loutcn.  Wud)  menu  man  ols  eoanflelifdict  IHjrift  nod)  fo 
fcbr  bie  Werpfliditunfl  empfinbet,  niemonbem  Unrecbt  3U 
tun  —  baft  bei  oil  ben  bunhlcn  Worhommniffen  ber 
lotjtcn  fimTflcTjii  ftabrc  bos  jiibifd)e  (Element  cine  fiibrcnbe 
Wolfe  (jefpielt  bat,  baron  ift  hein  3^cifel.  Cfs  bcfaQt  par 
nidds".  boft'es  and)  beutfdje  Sd)tebcr  unb  coanfldifcbc 
Wenolutionsproften  pefleben  hot.  WMr  boben  in  $>eutfdi* 
lonb  1  %  3ubeit.  Wuf  einen  3ubeit  homtnen  immer  99 
onbere.  Unb  bob  bos  Weibaltnis  bei  ben  (Erfcbeinunpen 
bes  bffentlidicu  i?ebens,  uon  benen  roir  fpreeben,  nid)t 
99  : 1  ift  —  bos  bebarf  fteincs  Skroeifes.  $ie  lefeten 
fiinf.jebn  Sabre  baben  in  Xeutfcblonb  ben  dinflufe  bes 
Subentums  aufocrorbentlidt  oerftdrht.  $ie  3.°bl  bee 
jiibifdiett  Wid)tcr,  ber  jiibifdien  9*olitiher,  ber  jubifeben 
Weomten  in  cinfluftreidier  Stellunq  ift  fpiirbar  geroadifen. 

Togeflen  roenbet  fidi  bie  Stimmunp  eines  33olhes, 
bos  tit  it  ben  ftolpen  ber  Weoolution  aufreiumen  mill. 
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“Jews  will  die  out  rapidly ” 


Germany  lies  geographically  very  near  to  the  great  recruitment  centres  of 
Jewry  in  Galicia  and  the  interior  of  Poland.  Anyone  who  does  not  yet  see 
from  conditions  in  Germany  to  what  degree  our  life  is  endangered  by  a  too 
strong  Jewish  influence,  will  understand  it,  if  he  considers  conditions  in 
Austria . . . 

In  this  field-we  have  said  this  again  and  again  in  this  column-the  Ger¬ 
man  governments  have  sinned  greatly  since  autumn  1918.  They  have  willingly 
granted  German  citizenship  to  tens  of  thousands  of  the  most  unpleasing  ele¬ 
ments,  who  have  immigrated  to  Germany.  This  must  stop.  As  soon  as  Jewish 
immigration  is  barred  Jewry  in  Germany  will  begin  to  recede.  The  number  of 
children  in  Jewish  families  in  small.  The  process  of  dying  out  will  be  surpris¬ 
ingly  rapid. 

The  other  factor  is  the  stability  of  one  race  which  does  not  become  subju¬ 
gated  to  an  alien  race.  This  stability  has  always  been  lacking  in  the  German 
people  . . .  Dr.  O.  Dibelius 

Berliner  Evangelisches  Sonntagsblatt,  April  gth  1933 

Seuifd)Iunb  liegt  ben  grofjen  Slehrutierungsgebiefen  bes 
Gubentums  in  ©allien  unb  im  Snneren  Rolens  geogva* 
pi»ifd)  fetjr  not).  Unb  met  an  ben  23erl)ciltniffen  in 
Seutfd)lanb  nod)  nicgt  fiefjt,  rate  fefjr  unfet  Solbsleben 
burd)  al^u  ftarhen  jiibifd)en  ©influf;  gefafjibet  roirb,  ber 
rairbees  begreifett,  raenn  er  fid)  bie  SBerfjaltniffc  in  offers 
reid)  nnfieijt. 

^n  bicfer  SBefliebung 
—  roir  baben  bas  an  biefet  Gtetfe  immer  raiebcr  gefagt  — 
baben  fid)  bie  beutfcben  SRegientngen  feit  bent  ,'oerbft 
1918.  auf  bas  fdjraerfte  oetfiinbigt.  Sie  baben 
taufenben  non  unerfreulidiften  *  (Hemenfcit,  bie  nad) 
Seutfcblanb  eingeraanbert  finb,  bereifraillig  bas  beutfcbe 
Staatsbiirqerrecbt  nerlieben.  Sas  muf)  aitfboren.  Sos 
balb  bie  jiibifcbe  ©inraanbeutnq  abgefnerrt  ift,.  gebt  bas 
fsubentum  in  Seutfdilanb  fjurucfo.  '  Sic  ^inber^abh  bet 
iiibifcben  ftamilieit  ift  hlein.  Set  ^ro^efj  bes  ^(us* 
fterbens  gebt  iiberrafcbenb  fdfjnell  not  ficb. 

Sas  anbere  abet  ift  bie  geftigheit  bet  eigenen  IHrt, 
bie  einet  ftemben  9?affe  mdjieetiegt.  Slit  bicfec  ^-effig* 
’’“it  bat  es  im  beutfcfjeit  S3oIb  immet  qefehlt.  Unb  es 
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‘No  objection  to  reducing  Jewish  influence 


But  popular  opinion  in  other  countries  is  not  created  by  the  politicians.  We 
saw  this  clearly  at  the  outbreak  of  the  world  war.  It  is  put  into  motion  by  quite 
other  powers.  Industrial  capital  and  the  press  dependent  upon  it  have  a  decisive 
influence  here.  In  this  field,  however,  there  are  links  between  one  country  and 
the  other.  And  these  links,  as  everyone  knows,  are  largely  in  Jewish  hands. 

Jewry  feels  itself  threatened,  and  it  makes  propaganda  abroad  against  the 
new  Germany. 

It  is  impossible  to  imagine  what  is  stated  and  written  in  America,  England 
and  France  about  atrocities  in  Germany.  It  is  reminiscent  of  the  years  of  the 
world  war.  Once  again  we  see  what  unfriendly  thoughts  about  Germany  the 
world  has  at  the  bottom  of  it^  heart.  Everything  which  is  said  about  Germany, 
however .  vile,  is  believed  and  awakens  indignation. 

Finally  the  Reich  government  found  it  necessary  to  organise  the  boycott 
of  Jewish  businesses,  recognising  correctly  that  the  international  connections 
of  Jewry  would  cause  foreign  hate  propaganda  to  cease  if  it  becomes  econo¬ 
mically  dangerous  to  German  Jewry. 

The  result  of  these  events  will  undoubtedly  be  to  reduce  the  Jewish  influence 
in  German  public  life.  Nobody  can  have  any  serious  objection  to  this. 


Berliner  Evangeliscbes  Sonntagsblatt,  April  9th  19 )} 

VI her  bic  Ulolhoftimnumg  in  ben  onberen  Cdnbern 
mirb  nidjt  won  ben  'Jlolitihern  gemadit.  Toe  baben  mir 
beim  Vluobiud)  beo  VUelthriegeo  beutlid)  gefeben.  3ic- 
mirb  non^  flan,t  anberen  'JJtiidjten  in  '.Bcmequng  gefetU. 
Toe  VBirtfdjaitshapital  unb  bio  non  iljr  abhdnprge  'jjreffc 
haben  l)ier  cntfdieibenbeu  (finfluft.  ,V>ier  ober  Ianfcn 
'.Bcrbinbungeidbcu  non  eincm  Ihinb  311m  nnberen.  Unb 
bicfe  ^erbinbungofbbcn  finb,  ii»ic  febermann  mcifj,  311m 
groften  leil  in  jiibifdieiv  vninben. 

£ao* 

^ubentmn  fiiblt  fid)  bebrobt.  Unb  —  e®  madit  nun  im 
VI 1  n:«I nub  Stimmung  gegeu  bao  neuc  Xeutfdilanb. 

SRflfi  in  flmertha,  in  (Englanb  unb  in  tfranfcreirf) 
iiber  ©reueltatcn  in  Xeutfdjlanb  gerebet  unb  gefcf)riebtn 
roorben  ifi,  fpottet  feber  ‘Btfdjreibung.  Go  erinnert  an 
bie  ^nbre  boo  »Ithricgco.  SlMcber  einmal  fleigt  fid), 
initf  linfreunblidi  bic  Welt  im  ©nmb  beo  Jocrjcno  fiber 
Teutfddanb  benht.  Miles.  mao  iiber  Xciitfddanb  erjablt 
mirb,  co  mag  nodi  fo  niebertrdditig  fein,  finbet  ©Iauben 
unb  eutriifteten  Wiberhall! 

$d)(it()fid)  fpt  fid)  bit  SUidprtgicrung  gtndtigt  ge* 
fttytit,  btn  jiibifd)tr  ©t}d$?tt  ju  srganificrcn  — 

In  btt  rid)ligttt  ftrktnntni®,  b«fc  bunk  bit  infcrnatitnalcn 
Qtrbinbungtn  bts  SubenSu®*®  bit  ttusfanbsbtfet  bonn 
am  t^tffttn  aufkbmt  mirb,  wtnn  fit  btut  btutfdjcn  3ubtn* 
turn  roirtfd^nfilid)  fltfdkrlid)  mirb. 

X)ae  Grgebnio  biefer  ganjen  Morgange  mirb  of)ne 
Jroeifel  cine  3uriidibrdnpung  beo  jubifdjen  Ginfluffes  im 
offentlidjen  fieben  Deutfdjlanbo  fein.  Xxjgegen  mirb  nie* 
manb  im  Grnft  etroao  einmenben  honnen 


‘Lying  reports  in  American  press' 


Very  strong  counteraction  has  been  called  for  in  order  to  open  the  road  to 
truth.  The  Church  has^also  participated  in  this  counteraction.  D.  Kapler,  Pre¬ 
sident  of  the  Church  Committee,  has  sent  long  telegrams  to  the  leaders  of  the 
American  churches  warning  them  not  to  believe  the  lying  reports  in  the  Ameri¬ 
can  press.  Senior  Cathedral  Pastor  D.  Burghart,  as  President  of  the  German 
World  Federation  for  Church  Friendship  has  taken  a  similar  step.  Other 
leaders  of  German  Protestantism  have  also,  both  publicly  and  privately, 
attempted  to  make  the  voice  of  truth  heard. 

Berliner  Evangelisches  Sonntagsblatt,  April  gt}l  ig 33 


t)dt  fetjr  ftarhet 

Okgcnumlumgeit  Iwburft,  um  t>cr  '.fijabrbi’it  cine  ©afjti 
311  brcd)cu. 

?fn  ©tgenroirhung  ipai  fid)  Me  ht* 

lellifit.  Xcv  ^riifibcnt  bee  ftirdienauefdpuffes,  D. 
bat  Die  JJiibrer  Dcr  amerihanifdien  Hitcben  in  ouefiibr* 
lidjen  Xelegrammcit  geroarnt,  bett  SHigcnmelbungen  ibrer 
Ukeffe  ©lauben  3U  febenhen.  Xer  Oberbomprebiget 
D.  JButfibart  bat  ale  ^rafibent  bee  $eutfdpen  SBelt* 
bitnbee  fur  S^unbfdpaftsarbeit  ber  &ird)en  ein  ©leidpee 
getan.  inhere  fiibrcnbe  banner  bee  beutfdpen  $rote* 
ftantiemue  baben  ebenfalle,  offentlid)  unb  prioatim,  bet 
Stimme  bet  SBahrheit  ©eltung  flu  oerfebaffen  gefudpt. 


Evangelical  Appeal  to  America 

General  Superintendent  D.  Dibelius  and  Methodist  Bishop 
D.  Dr.  Nuelsen  spoke  on  the  German  short  wave  radio 


In  a  radio  address  beamed  by  German  short  wave  radio  to  America  on 
Tuesday  evening  General  Superintendent  D.  Dr.  Dibelius,  Berlin,  addressed 
himself  to  the  American  public  in  order  to  take  a  stand  against  atrocity  pro¬ 
paganda  and  to  enlighten  Christendom  on  the  other  side  of  the  ocean  about 
the  real  situation  in  Germany.  Introductory  words  were  spoken  by  D.  Dr.  Nuel¬ 
sen,  Senior  Bishop  of  the  Episcopal  Methodist  Church,  who  has  been  in  Ger¬ 
many  for  some  days  and  who  has  informed  himself  fully  on  conditions  in  Ger¬ 
many,  after  being  received  by  Reich  Minister  Dr.  Neurath  and  Reich  Minister 
Dr.  Goebbels.  A  Methodist  declaration  on  the  situation  was  already  telegra¬ 
phed  to  England  and  America  on  March  30th  under  the  supervision  of  D.  Dr. 
Nuelsen.  This  telegram  stated: 
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“The  signatory  leaders  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Germany  protest 
strongly  against  the  public  meetings  and  the  press  reports  in  America 
and  England  about  alleged  persecution  of  the  Jews  and  atrocities  com¬ 
mitted  by  the  National  movement  in  Germany.  They  regard  this  as  an 
attempt  to  revive  the  frightful  atrocity  propaganda  of  the  world  war 
from  which  the  psyche  of  the  nations  has  scarcely  recovered.  This  must 
endanger  greatly  the  efforts  to  reach  an  understanding  between  the 
nations.  Apart  from  a  few  aberrations  of  individual  irresponsible  per¬ 
sons,  against  which  the  new  government  immediately  took  the  sharpest 
measures,  peace  and  order  were  never  endangered.  Our  Church  was 
always  in  the  lead  in  all  efforts  to  create  real  peace  between  the  peoples. 
The  German  Methodists  who  are  represented  in  all  provinces  of  the 
German  Reich  therefore  direct  an  urgent  appeal  to  the  entire  world  - 
wide  Methodist  movement  to  help  combat  this  lying  propaganda  against 
Germany  in  the  interests  of  truth  and  justice.” 

★ 

The  two  clergymen  have  been  able  to  convince  themselves  personally  of  the 
way  in  which  political  prisoners  are  treated.  At  the  beginning  of  his  speech 
General  Superintendent  D.  Dr.  Dibelius  pointed  out  the  difference  between 
the  revolution  of  1918  and  the  present  revolution  in  Germany.  The  revolution 
of  1918  was  a  rising  by  means  of  force.  The  shedding  of  blood  and  cruelties 
of  all  sorts  occurred  every  day.  The  new  revolution  is  of  a  complete  different 
nature.  It  came  about  through  a  legal  decision  of  the  German  people.  Reich 
Chancellor  Adolf  Hitler  took  power  in  the  way  he  had  always  announced  he 
would:  by  strictly  legal  measures. 

The  new  government  has  begun,  as  its  first  great  task,  the  salvation  of  Ger¬ 
many  from  Bolshevism.  We  Germans  know  better  than  other  peoples  what 
Bolshevism  is.  We  see  in  our  immediate  neighbourhood  how  Bolshevism  in 
Russia  is  destroying  the  Church,  scattering  the  family,  destroying  property  and 
reducing  people  to  the  rightless  slaves  of  a  cruel  tyranny.  In  the  winter  1918/ 
1919  we  experienced  in  Munich  for  a  short  time  the  reign  of  terror  of  Bolshe¬ 
vism.  In  Thuringia  we  experienced  the  Communist  rising  of  Max  Hoelz.  The 
old  governments  hoped  to  educate  the  German  Communists  to  law  and  order 
by  hindering  their  organisation  and  their  newspapers  as  little  as  possible. 
Experience  has  shown  that  this  method  does  not  produce  results.  Bolshevist 
propaganda  was  preparing  a  new  revolution.  We  were  awaiting  with  growing 
anxiety  the  decisive  battle  between  western  civilisation  and  Bolshevism,  which 
would  have  to  have  been  fought  out  on  German  soil.  Now  events  have  turned 
out  differently  from  what  we  supposed  possible.  Bolshevism  has  been  beaten 
without  street  fighting  and  without  the  shedding  of  blood.  The  new  govern¬ 
ment,  by  means  of  energetic  measures,  has  excluded  from  public  life  the  Com¬ 
munist  agitators  and  their  allies.  There  has  been  astonishingly  little  resistance. 
Naturally  there  were  in  the  first  few  days  excesses.  That  could  not  be  other¬ 
wise  in  a  nation  of  65  million  people.  But  the  repeated  appeals  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  for  complete  discipline  had  very  speedy  success.  The  picture  of  public 
life  in  Germany  is  a  picture  of  order  and  discipline.  The  Communist  leaders 
have  all  been  imprisoned.  How  long  they  will  remain  imprisoned  will  only 


be  decided  when  complete  calm  has  come  to  Germany  and  the  other  coun¬ 
tries.  For  the  time  being  these  energetic  measures  have  produced  a  situation  in 
which  no  excesses  need  be  feared  either  from  the  Communist  or  from  the 
National  Socialist  side. 

We  have  visited  the  Communist  leaders  in  prison.  They  have  told  us  unani¬ 
mously  that  they  are  being  treated  completely  correctly.  Not  an  single  word  is 
true  in  the  atrocity  tales  about  cruel  and  bloody  treatment  of  the  Communists 
in  Germany. 

On  the  basis  of  these  false  reports  Jewry  in  a  number  of  countries  has  laun¬ 
ched  an  agitation  against  Germany. 

In  order  to  break  this  boycott  the  German  National  Socialists,  for  their  part 
have  launched  a  boycott  movement  against  Jewry  in  Germany.  This  boycott 
is  for  the  time  being  limited  to  one  single  day  which  passed  in  complete  peace 
and  quiet  There  was  only  one  bloody  incident  in  Kiel.  In  Berlin  and  in  the 
rest  of  the  Reich  nothing  of  the  sort  happened.  The  boycott  has  been  suspended 
until  further  notice.  The  government  wishes  to  wait  and  see  what  happens  in 
the  world  abroad  in  these  days.  At  the  same  time  the  government  is  taking 
action  to  remove  Jews  from  the  state  administration,  in  particular  from  the 
judicial  bench.  The  Jews  form  not  even  one  per  cent  of  the  population  in  Ger¬ 
many.  The  proportions  here  should  be  restored  to  their  former  level.  The 
Christian  Church  stands  for  chivalry  and  love.  It  has  the  urgent  desire  that  the 
hour  may  soon  come  in  which  force  is  no  longer  necessary  but  in  which  the 
newly  stabilised  order  in  state  life  should  leave  room  for  love  and  justice. 
This  will  depend  whether  the  agitation  against  Germany  in  the  outside  world 
comes  to  an  end  or  not. 

For  this  reason  I,  as  a  servant  of  my  Church,  would  heartily  and  urgently 
request  Christian  friends  in  America  to  use  their  influence  to  see  to  it  that 
false  news  about  Germany  is  not  in  future  spread  and  believed. 

In  conclusion  Dr.  Dibelius  addressed  a  short  word  in  German  to  his  liste¬ 
ners.  He  stated:  “The  German  Reich  is  to-day  so  unified  and  so  firmly  con¬ 
solidated  as  never  before  in  our  history.  Millions  of  German  hearts  have  the 
deep  desire  that  the  German  name  should  stand  once  again  pure  and  unsullied 
in  the  eyes  of  the  world.  A  time  of  revolution,  even  when  it  is  lived  out  in 
discipline  and  moral  seriousness,  is  a  difficult  time.  Do  not  make  this  difficult 
time  still  more  difficult  for  the  German  people  by  believing  sensational  reports ! 

“Be  confident!  And  once  again:  Be  confident!  You  will  live  to  see  that  what 
is  going  on  in  Germany  to-day  will  lead  to  a  goal  which  will  make  everyone 
thankful  who  loves  and  honours  German  nature.  Not  only  Germany  but  also 
the  world  will  thus  be  served  best.” 

General  Superintendent  D.  Dr.  Dibelius  took  the  opportunity  of  extending 
to  the  American  people  the  deep  sympathy  of  the  German  people  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  disaster  affecting  the  airship  “Akron”. 


Reich sanzeiger  No.  S2,  April  6th  iga 
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Otto  Dibelius  was  a  declared  anti-Semite. 


Otto  Dibelius  made  propaganda  after  World  War 
One  for  policies  which  would  lead  to  a  “dying  out 
of  the  Jews”,  thus  preparing  the  way  for  the  Nazi 
campaign  of  extermination. 


Otto  Dibelius  gave  his  explicit  support 
to  the  persecution  of  the  Jews 
after  the  Nazis  had  come  to  power. 


The  American  news  magazine  “Time”  stated  on  February  8th  1960: 


“The  ugly  taint  of  anti-Semitism  fell  last  week  on  the  Grand  Old  Man  of 
German  Protestantism  -  Otto  Dibelius,  Evangelical  Bishop  of  Berlin  and 
Brandenburg. 

“It  began  with  a  front-page  article  in  East  Berlin’s  Communist  paper  ‘Ber¬ 
liner  Zeitung’ . . .  (“Time”  then  quoted  several  of  the  anti-Semitic  passages 
from  Dibelius’  articles  already  cited  in  this  book,  ed.) 

“Accustomed  to  Communist  polemics  against  the  staunchly  anti-Communist 
bishop.  Western  newsmen  went  through  the  routine  of  chcking  with  Dibelius’ 
office.  Instead  of  the  heated  denial  reporters  expected,  they  were  jolted  by  the 
reply  that  the  quotations  were  accurate  . . 


Bishop  Dibelius  (right,  with  beard )  confers  with  top  officers  of  the  West 
German  armed  forces .  Nearest  to  the  camera,  on  the  left,  is  General  Adolf 
Heusinger,  former  Chief  of  Operations  on  Hitler  s  staff,  today  Inspector 
General  of  the  West  German  Bundeswehr. 
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